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IN OTHER NEWS

Achieve nothing and gain the Ministers confidence.

Quite a catch phrase for progression isn't it but that's exactly what the perception is.

At a meeting in Napier Mr Bickers the Chairman of the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board said that if the Minister lost confidence in him he would resign.

There has been no resignation so the Minister must be happy but we don’t feel the industry is.

This Board is getting further and further away from Mr Bickers dream of being a respected and trusted organisation.

Financially accountable.

Who really holds the Board financially accountable?

We know the Office of the Auditor General look at their books but that’s really just to make sure its all legal and we know with the Discipline Levy it wasn’t but who says “hey your wasting money on XYZ”

It appears these people appointed by the Minister aren’t accountable to anyone for what and how they spend the money which we give them on a silver plate.

Letter to the Editor

Good morning PGDF. I read with interest the latest on our problems.

I have been toying with the idea of giving up and getting out of the industry but... I hate the PGDB so much that I would desperately like to see them sorted out before I do.

I would have thought that it would be better to be licensed by our training org., which would be the ITO, because a license is only like a driver’s license.

It should be nothing to do with PGDB .It should be about $ 50 with photo. Then... if a tradesman should transgress, they can get involved.But not with any money from us.

I just feel that if a crim does something illegal, he is taken to court. 
Should be same with a tradesman, but those who don't do anything 
illegal shouldn't pay on their license.

We pay taxes for the legal system.

Boards Satisfaction survey

You all know the Board conducted a satisfaction survey recently which no doubt cost us thousands of dollars. It surveyed 400 people so they claim.

What a waste of money when all they had to do was contact the Federation and we could have told them we have 892 on our contact/support list that are not satisfied with the Board.

Then we could have given the money to a real charity.

The Benefit of not having Money

Banknotes can carry more germs than the average toilet seat, with some harbouring E.coli, an expert said this week.

University of London analysed 200 notes and 45 credit cards and discovered that 26 per cent of the notes and 47 per cent of the cards had high levels of bacteria.

They found E.coli on some notes, together with Staphylococcus aureus which is often carried by humans without causing any problems but can lead to infections.

Overall, 80 per cent of notes and 78 per cent of credit cards tested had some traces of bacteria. Some were so high in contaminants they carried more germs 
than the average toilet seat.
Some people handle money and credit cards on a daily basis but it is unlikely they wash their hands directly afterwards.

Lucky we are poor tradespeople

Complaint regarding fees

On 20 February the Federation complained to the Board that they had made an unlawful decision by implementing the mandatory electronic payment of the discipline levy and the prosecution fee prior to the applications for relicensing being reviewed by the Board under section 51.

The Federation requested the mandatory linking of the Discipline Levy and Prosecution Fee to licensing applications be removed immediately.

This complaint was laid nearly 20 working days ago and no acknowledgement was received but a call to the Board cleared this up and one has since been received.

It seems a response is due out in the next few days regarding this issue.

We have read the Board’s consultation document on CPD and it confirms the Circus is back in town.
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The Board are relying on perceived organisational credibility which they just don't have. It appears they are trying to weasel around the legislation by imposing a “scheme” with little regard to the fact they do not have the mechanics planned to back up “the scheme”.

This just reeks of the same balls- up there was with the implementation of the 2006 Act, which still isn’t complete after 2 years. At this rate the Act will be up for review before it is even completely implemented. Most of the industry don’t realise we are still operating under “transitional arrangements”.

Fact In 2004 the Board implemented and imposed a CPD scheme on Gasfitters which they knew was illegal. For EIGHT years Gasfitters have been paying for a scheme that was not legislated.

Fact In 2010 the Board carried over the same scheme and imposed it on Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers and that was also deemed to be illegal by the Regulations Review Committee, but through dubious means the PGDB got an extension of time from the government to leave the illegal scheme in place until 31 March 2012.

Fact In 2011 they consulted again, which effectively was a failure. So in 2012 they carried over the same illegal CPD scheme which they claim will be in place until 2013 - 2014 licence period.

Now they are expecting the industry to trust them and believe all they say. This consultation shows nothing new and seems to us to be solely reliant on Master Plumbers support.

Conspiracy Theory

Is it pay back time?

Remember when Master Plumbers went behind closed doors last year to complain about the decision of the Regulations Review Committee and aided the Board in getting the Minister and Government to vote against the recommendations of the Regulations Review Committee.

This action helped the Board to avoid becoming insolvent and cost each person in the industry $277.00 in discipline levy. That's about two million dollars for the industry last year and because the Board have carried it over to this year its $666,000.00 for prosecutions fees and $1,383,000.00 in discipline levies. All without a real fees review as promised by the Minister to the House of Representatives.

The Board is now recommending what was basically Master Plumbers’ submission on Continuing Professional Development so it really makes you wonder if it's pay back time -"Scratch our back and we'll scratch yours".

Thank goodness some Master Plumbers’ members are starting to question the real motives behind the Board’s idea of CPD.

Get it wrong and you should resign

The Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board want us to trust them that they will put in place good CPD systems and only ensure quality courses. What is a quality course and how long will that take? Are we going to have more “transitional arrangements”?

This so called "new Board" is nearly 18 months old and in our opinion has one of the worst records of any of the PGDB Boards of recent times.

Sure they can write up their success of achieving the outputs in the output agreement but its just administrative mumbo jumbo written by people who have lost touch with the industry for a Minister who thinks what they have imposed with regard to current CPD is “Bullshit”.

We still believe the proposed CPD system is illegal. We are in the process of drafting a submission based on your comments that we will send to you all to forward on to the Board if you choose to do so.

A big question is - If the Federation again proves what the Board are doing is illegal, should the Board and the Minister resign as this will be the third attempt they have had at this.

We believe the Government “three strikes and you are out policy” should apply. We are still more than happy to speak with them to save them the public embarrassment of having yet another scheme thrown out by the Regulations Review Committee.

Walking the tight rope
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If a scheme is imposed on us that we don't want then why support those who are pushing it.

Those Companies/Suppliers who have put themselves forward as examiners, judge and points awarders on our Trade Qualifications are walking the tight rope and some may consider them last when recommending and/or purchasing product.

You can choose where you spend your purchasing dollar – this can sometimes speak louder than letters and emails.

Look at the pitiful performance of the Board and its on going battles. It’s simply caused by their continual attempts to force their unwelcome will on to the industry, involving others who don’t really understand the ramifications of their association with the Board.

Has anyone considered the course providers’ performance liability requirements to meet the Act's standards?

This is about these people thinking they are doing us a favour by running around promoting their products and pretending they are teachers/trainers, its also all about interfering with our hard justly earned qualifications and the fact that they are stepping forward as some sort of perceived adjudicator on a Tradesperson's legal right to work. Do these people know better than the NZQA?

When this proposed CPD scheme fails who will be accountable? The ramifications of failing a course are huge, so if course providers fail us and cost us our license can we sue them? We believe all these questions need to be answered.

Petition
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The industry has endured Boards being fired, investigations into operational relationships between the Board and others, Office of the Auditor General investigations and Regulations Review Committee investigations - all of which found fault with the Board, its polices, procedures and its lack of understanding of the legislative environment in which it operates.

Tradespeople are being persecuted in the name of bureaucracy.

The industry has been told for years that things will change but it will take time. The industry doesn’t have time and if the issues aren’t addressed properly and legally the communities in New Zealand will suffer financially and health wise in the future.

That’s what 1228 people who signed the petition thought and they are asking that the House of Representatives to urge the Government to establish a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Regulation and Governance of the Plumbing Gasfitting and Drainlaying Industry.
The Petition was this week delivered to Chris Hipkins, Labour’s Chief Whip, who has agreed to submit the petition on our behalf. Many thanks Chris for doing this for the Federation and the industry.

Appeal Dismissed (Paul Gee Update)

The High Court has ruled Paul’s Gee's appeal be dismissed, in that to set aside the decision of a “Specialist Tribunal”, Paul would have to prove a failure by said tribunal to take into account evidence to prove his innocence.

Wal Gordon and Paul went to the High Court on Monday last week where they put forward Paul’s appeal against the decision of the Board, where he was found guilty of two particulars of offence out of forty four.

The appeal was basically a rehearing based on the evidence given at the first hearing and no new evidence was allowed to be submitted.

We spoke with Wal who said:

“Paul is disappointed by the result but I feel he should hold his head high in what he has achieved. What I find infuriating is that Paul has had a 95% win but has lost his home and his business and is living in a caravan. The investigator and lawyer lost 95% of a case, got paid over $80,000.00 between them and are still employed by the Board as contractors. I really hope the Board believe the $150,000.00 plus spent on this case and destroying a guys life was worth it.”
We understand the liability of a secretariat member and an investigator are currently being reviewed to see if their actions during the conduct of the investigation fall into the category of “failure to take reasonable care”.

Wal told us that out of everything bad comes some good and out of this case will come some valuable advise of weathering the onslaught of disciplinary action by the Board and their so called investigators.

If anyone out there would like to share their experience with Paul and Wal then contact Wal at wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz
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