	
	Web version  |  Update preferences  |  Unsubscribe


Forward

	
	 

[image: image2.png]PGDF

Plumbers,Gasfters & Dranlayers Fedoraion of New Zealand





 

Fellow Practitioner Issue 98 Dated 27 April 2012

 


	
	
	TABLE OF CONTENTS

•

Consultation
•

Local Body Government syndrome setting in
•

Under Whose Authority
•

Regulations Review Committee
IN OTHER NEWS

Double Standards

Max Pedersen, the Board’s Registrar, said “The Board is committed to ensuring authorised plumbers, gasfitters and drainlayers demonstrate the highest levels of professionalism and competency when undertaking work.”

Apart from the regulation role the Board has, it is also given that they have a leadership role in the industry.

Good leaders lead by example so perhaps the Board shouldn’t expect from us what they are not providing.

Rotorua Handyman fined $1,800.00 for unauthorised plumbing and drainlaying.

Catching this handyman is a start but that fine wouldn’t even pay for the Board’s contracted lawyer to lift their pen to sign the court documents, or prosecute the case.

We wonder what fine and costs would have been imposed on a registered person if they had done this work outside the bounds of their practicing license?

Perhaps it’s time for the Board to make examples of some of the customers who employ the non registered people.

DBH part of new Super Ministry 

The Department of Building and Housing is to become part of the new super-ministry and we see already people are questioning if staff will be able to deliver public services effectively.

From our perspective, based on the exposure the Federation has had to management at the DBH, - if they don’t operate effectively that will be “no change” from what they do now.

Ask for the Card

You may have noticed the Licensed Building Practitioners campaign on TV that has been running over the last few months informing the public and practitioners about the scheme.

We see in the Board’s “Info Brief” that this month the Board will continue their important public awareness campaign, ‘Ask for the Card’ by providing us all with a vinyl sticker.

Can’t wait!

NZS 5261:2003

For all the Gasfitters out there don’t forget the NZS 5261:2003 expires later in the year and is replaced with the AS/NZ 5601:2010

More costs for you to factor into this year’s budget.

Consultation

We see the Board is happy with the 145 people who submitted consultation documents recently. The Federation feels this is nothing short of pitiful when you look at the numbers working in the industry. It equates to about 2% of the people it is anticipated will license this year.

We know they are happy, as with such a low submission rate it is easy for them to write off the submissions as being not relevant due to the small numbers, and then proceed with the decision that the Board wanted in the first place!

Over the last week we asked around the traps if people had put in submissions and the majority of people said they “didn’t have time” or they “couldn’t be bothered as it doesn’t make any difference”. The Federation believes it does make a difference and thank our members who sent in submissions.

For those who didn’t for one of the above reasons, we ask you to have a think about this for next time – how long does it take for you to hit the forward button on your computer and what does it cost you to have your say?

Now compare that cost to how long it takes you to earn the money to pay for the Board by way of fees and levies and to attend unnecessary training to get points so you can work in your chosen profession?

We need help in this fight for YOUR rights so when we ask for more members or for you to put in a submission think about the cost of helping compared to the cost of not helping.

Local Body Government syndrome setting in

Have you ever looked at how local councils operate? They get their money given to them on a golden platter by way of rates and basically do what they want with the money and when it runs out they increase rates or fees. They ignore the few that make noise and hope the remainder of the community don’t stand up and oppose them.

It seems to us that the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board are going the same way which isn’t surprising when the Chair and Registrar have spent years in local Government as CEO’s.

Perhaps it is a case of too many like minded people whose purpose is to keep the organisation afloat to keep their jobs.

Under Whose Authority

Have the Board done it again? The following statement has been made under the CPD Consultation Section of their website:

The following transitional issues were identified and would be addressed as follows under the proposed scheme:

• Tradespeople who have not met their CPD requirements for the current year by March 2012 will not be prevented from relicensing at that time. However, they will need to have completed the current year’s point’s requirement plus the requirement for next year (2012/13) by 31 March 2013. 
• Points already obtained by a drainlayer or plumber under the current CPD scheme for the two year period beginning 1 April 2010, or by a gasfitter under the current CPD scheme for the year beginning 1 April 2011 would count towards the new scheme.

It appears to the Federation that the Board thinks they have the power to change regulations without consultation and without gazetting the changes. Gazette notices clearly state what the requirements are for a practicing licence and they DON’T include any of the above terms and conditions.

The issue is now - “who do we complain to?” as recent complaints to the Board have shown their General Complaints Policy doesn’t cover general complaints, (excuse us while we roll on the floor laughing at the ridiculousness of this one!), however we will follow the complaints process and complaint to the Board in the first instance and then to other Government agencies after that. Eventually one of them will take some decisive action.

Or ...perhaps we ignore what they are saying and take the issue to court next licensing period? Your thoughts on this are welcomed.

Regulations Review Committee

This week the Federation submitted the first of three complaints to the Regulations Review Committee. This first complaint was regarding the Discipline Levy and the Offences Fee. In brief we believe:

• The regulations were not in accordance with the general objects and intentions of the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act

• The fees do not fall within the bounds of the Code of Good Regulatory Practice and Treasury Guidelines.

• That we all incur unnecessary and excessive expenditure.

• The industry isn’t being treated in the same way as other industries. That what the Board has implemented extends the Board’s authority beyond that intended by the Act.

• There is no balance between practitioners paying the Offence Fee and the public benefit.

• The regulations require all practitioners to pay the fees on application for a practicing license which takes away their rights to have their practicing license application placed before the Board by the Registrar.

• The manner in which the Regulations have been implemented is an abuse of the powers inferred on the board.

You may say “here we go again”, but if we don’t hold the Board accountable no one else will and then you get what you are given. If you feel it is fair then keep quiet and if not then speak up.
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