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IN OTHER NEWS

They must be joking
In November last year a report released by the Canterbury Employment and Skills Board, estimated up to 23,900 extra people would be needed in the trades for the Christchurch rebuild, including carpenters, joiners, painters, plus labourers and concrete and plastering workers.

On top of that 12,000 back - up workers such as lawyers and accountants would be needed.

That’s a ratio of one back-up worker to every 1.99 tradespeople.

But now those numbers are likely to reduce, with the construction figure possibly falling below 20,000 into the "high teens"

Thank goodness for that! Now we only need 10,050 lawyers, accountants and such like.

Follow Up
In our 13 April 2012 issue we reported on an individual who claimed he had been refused his practising license by the Board Secretariat.

He stated he had been informed his application was declined as he had not paid money owing to the Board.

He has since got back to us claiming the Deputy Registrar had issued him with a licence but attempted to intimidate him by saying his case would be put before the Board.

Perhaps the Secretariat got this one wrong!

History, Present and Future (Well said by one of our supporters)
First they came for the gasfitters and I did not speak out – because I was not a gasfitter

Then they came for my money for their empire building, and I did not speak out – because I did not want to get involved.

Then they came for more money to support their discipline activities, and I did not speak out - because I was too afraid.

Then they came for me, a plumber, drainlayer – and there was no one left to speak for me….

To be strong we must stand together – if we stand apart we are weak and easily broken.

Hence the formation of the Federation.

Donations
The Federation operates on your generosity and every little bit counts so if you want to make a donation you can either send a cheque made out to the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation,

or

make a direct deposit at any National Bank, deposit on line through internet banking

or

set up a monthly direct credit.

Account: National Bank 06 0773 0319398 00

Cheques can be posted to:

Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation

3 Jupiter Grove, Trentham, Upper Hutt 5018

Letter to the Editor
You ask what does it cost to have your say - 
A lot of the guys I have spoken to would say “Audit and Persecution”, which I believe is what prevents people from having their say. It would be so much better if the Board had a 3rd party dealing with their submissions and reviews AND an assurance that the Board would not be privy to names. 
Editors’ response – Yes it appears there is a risk of being outspoken but if we don’t speak up there won’t be any change. We agree with what you say and the third party is an excellent idea which the Board should take on as no one trusts them.
What’s wrong with the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 that we have so many problems with it?
We believe there is very little wrong with the Act itself. The problems start is when the Board try to extend the boundaries of the Act. This is when they spend our money to get legal opinions to support their views and then won’t share those opinions. The Board is well aware that the cost of fighting them in court is prohibitive, so they weigh up the legal risk and then follow through, operating on IMPLIED authorities rather than actual authorities.

Getting legal opinions to support implied authorities shows there is a risk that what you are doing may be challenged. The legal opinion is the CYA (cover your arse) action - something to blame when it all turns to shit.

We shouldn’t have to worry about legislation and policy that affects us but we do. We sometimes get flashes from the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board that they want us to succeed and want to work with the industry to help it comply, but the majority of the time they give the impression they are being vindictive and operating in bad faith.

We believe it is up to the Board to convince us what they are doing is right and they shouldn’t be using their position of authority to say “we have a legal opinion, take us to court and prove we are wrong”. That’s just poor governance.
What is the real cost of poor governance?
The Federation has talked a lot about what the industry and practitioners have to pay to practice their chosen trade by funding the activities of the Board, but we have never really looked at other costs associated with the Board getting the governance wrong.

Very few people reject issues just for the sake of causing problems – they reject it because they believe it is wrong and when the Regulator keeps making the same mistakes the gap between the two grows.

The Board has failed to gain the confidence and respect of a lot of industry and there has been no progress on opposing views so outside organisations become involved. The report by the Office of the Auditor General is old hat now, being nearly for years since the investigation started and two years since it reported the problems, and the Government just continues to let the costs escalate.

Costs that the tax payer will be incurring include - investigations by the Office of the Auditor General, investigations by the Charities Commission, investigations by the Office of the Ombudsman, investigations and hearings by the Regulations Review Committee and responses to complaints made to Members of Parliament.

All of these cost a huge amount of money and wouldn’t be needed if the Board was providing the industry with proper governance.
Was it Executive influence/interference?
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On 22 February 2011 the Minister for Building and Housing sent a letter to the Chair of the Regulations Review Committee regarding the recommendation by the Committee to disallow clauses (6) and (7) in the Board’s Fees Notice.
This is the main content of the letter:

While I have no objection to this recommendation, I note the profound impact this will have on the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board’s financial viability. In short, by proceeding with the motion as it currently stands, is the Board will face insolvency before the end of 2011, unless a Crown appropriation is made to assist them. 
I ask that the Committee hear from Department of Building and Housing officials and the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board’s chief executive at its meeting on 24 February 2011 on the matter. I hope a way forward can be found that will allow the Board to comply with the recommendations stated in the Committee’s report, while still enabling the Board to remain solvent without the support of a Crown appropriation. 
Thank you for taking time to consider my request. I trust a way forward can be found that satisfies all parties. 
So the Minister doesn’t object to the recommendations but votes against it in the House. It’s okay for the industry to be forced to support the incompetence of the Board that the Minister appointed, but not for the Crown to put in money to cover the incompetence.

This just reeks of influence and interference of a system and committee that should be there for the protection of the public, and that includes us as an industry.
Regulations Review Committee
This week the Federation submitted the second of three complaints to the Regulations Review Committee. The first complaint was regarding the Discipline Levy and the Offences Fee and the second complaint is regarding Continuing Professional Development. In brief we believe:

• The regulations were not in accordance with the general objects and intentions of the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act

• The Regulations appear to trespass unduly on personal rights and liberties and that they are undue and are not reasonable.

• That we all incur unnecessary and excessive expenditure.

• The industry isn’t being treated in the same way as other industries. That what the Board has implemented extends the Board’s authority beyond that intended by the Act.

• There is no balance between CPD and the public benefit.

• The manner in which the Regulations have been implemented is an abuse of the powers inferred on the board.

• Appears that the regulation contains matters more appropriate for an Act of Parliament.

• The Regulations were not made in compliance with particular notice and consultation procedures prescribed by statute

An additional complaint has been made to the Regulations Review Committee by a Federation member - so well done for stepping up.


	

	You are receiving this email as a member of PGDF or because you signed up online. 
Edit your subscription | Unsubscribe instantly
Plumbers, Gasfitters & Drainlayers Frederation of New Zealand 3 Jupiter Grove, Trentham Upper Hutt 5018 




