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Thank you for your emails dated 14 and 20 May 2010 regarding website posts from
practitioners about the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Board (the Board).

The posts on the website suggest that the Board is intending to raise the registration fee.
However, this is not correct.

The Board is proposing a small increase in the Disciplinary levy. This reflects the costs of
discipline, given the large numbers of licensed and unlicensed practitioners who do not
comply with the law. Aside from this, the Board is in fact proposing to redistribute fees
between new registrants and existing license holders to more fairly reflect the Board's
costs when undertaking its functions.

After carrying out its review, the Board found that the $85 registration fee does not cover
all of the costs associated with registration. In fact, long-standing practitioners who gained
their registration years ago were heavily subsidising the registration costs of new
practitioners entering the industry.

The Board's consultation document acknowledges that the true registration cost of $1,400
is significant. Uttimately, whether a new registrant faces a $1,400 fee or a $500 fee, or
whether the current fees remain, is a choice for the industry to make. This is why the
Board has consulted with the industry on this issue. | recommend you engage with the
Board on this issue, and have your say.

| understand that the Board is also proposing to undertake a review of its registration
processes, in order to identify ways in which it might save costs.

With regard to continuing professional development, Parliament has agreed that there are
significant health and safety risks associated with plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying. It is
the govemment's role, thought the Board, to ensure plumbers, gasfitters, and drainlayers
meet nationally accepted standards and remain competent throughout the lifetime of their




