SUBMISSION
MINISTRY OF BUSINESS, INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT (DBH)
DEEMING OF REGISTERED PLUMBERS AND GASFITTERS AS LBPS

1. Is there a problem with the ‘deeming’ provision as it currently stands?

No, in relation to the design, installation and maintenance of Profiled Metal Roofing

Yes, in relation to penetrations and flashings through brick and block, and 

roofing

2.  If yes what are the impacts if nothing changes?

The current deeming provisions are fair to plumbers in recognising their competencies, namely:

· Installation and maintenance of Profiled Metal Roofing and Wall Claddings (as per Schedules 1 and 2 of the Licensed Building Practitioners Rules)
· Penetrations and flashings through brick and block, and roofing 

Profiled Metal Roofing and Wall Claddings

It is recognised that under these provisions plumbers do not physically hold a Licensed Building Practitioners licence and therefore it is not possible for the LBP Board to remove a licence should an incident occur in roofing work undertaken by a plumber.  However there are other avenues available to the Board to impose on a plumber such as financial penalties.  Therefore whilst the LBP Board perceives a problem, in reality there are mechanisms available to manage these situations and removal of the deeming provisions for plumbers to install and maintain Profiled Metal Roofing and Wall Claddings is unjustified.  In addition the National Certificate in Plumbing is already a recognised qualification under the Licensed Building Practitioner Rules for the Roofing licence class.  Nothing has occurred recently to support removing this from the LBP Rules.  
The Department has raised concerns that plumbers are only qualified in metal roofing but are deemed to hold the equivalency of a roofing licence.  This is no different to any other roofer who holds the same licence and the Department’s information clearly states that “you do not have to be assessed in every area of practice.  However it is important that LBPs work within their competence, and should recognise when other skills are required”.  Again if this provision is breached by a plumber, a strong financial penalty can be imposed.

Penetrations and Flashings

Currently plumbers and gasfitters are able to undertake penetrations and flashings through the deeming provisions in brick and block and roofing, however these are better managed through being exempt from coverage under the LBP regime and more appropriately being classified as ancillary work falling under the jurisdiction of the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board as they relate to sanitary plumbing and gasfitting.  
This ancillary work should be extended to include penetrations and flashings through wall claddings which fall under the LBP carpentry licence.  We believe it is an anomaly that plumbers and gasfitters are currently unable to undertake penetrations through these materials and ancillary work under the coverage of the PDB Board should be extended to cover these.
3.  If no, why do you not think there is a problem?

Not applicable

4. Do you agree with the preferred option:

No

5. If yes, is a transition period of 6 months enough to enable registered plumbers and gasfitters who want to carry out general roofing work to apply to and obtain a roofing licence?
We do not agree with the preferred option so this is unnecessary.

6. If you don’t agree with the preferred option what option do you prefer and why?

As already stated the current deeming provisions are appropriate to recognise the skills of plumbers who achieve the National Certificate in Plumbing and have gained competency in the installation and maintenance of Profiled Metal Roofing and wall claddings.    Therefore there should be no change to this provision.  
In addition the ancillary work as outlined in DBH’s document does not make provision for penetrations and flashings through wall claddings which fall under the carpentry licence.   The option provided by DBH around ancillary work should be extended to include this.  
7. Are there other options that should be considered?  If so, please specify:

We support the following option:
· Amend the legislation to exempt ancillary work carried out by licensed plumbers and gasfitters from being restricted building work as it falls under the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act in relation to sanitary plumbing and gasfitting – and therefore able to undertake penetrations and flashings through brick and block, external plastering, roofing and wall claddings which fall under the carpentry licence
· Deem plumbers to hold a roofing licence (in the installation and maintenance of Profiled Metal Roofing and wall cladding).
· Should plumbers and gasfitters wish to be seen as competent as roofers in other areas of roofing, provide them with the ability to apply for a roofing licence and undergo the competency assessment as required of others.  

Should DBH make a decision removing the rights of plumbers to undertake the installation and maintenance of Profiled Metal Roofing and wall claddings, we assert that this will be a breach of natural justice.  The issue here is one of jurisdiction - not competency - which should be resolved through a logical assessment of the risks, not a solution which negatively impacts on business and tradesmen who are currently trained and competent as part of their plumbing and gasfitting businesses.
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