Mr Mark Whithead  

Membership and Dispute Committee

Master Plumbers, Gasfitters & Drainlayers Committee

 

25 October 2012

 

I would like to begin this letter thanking the many good and friendly members of Master Plumbers that I have had the real benefit of meeting through my 8 year membership, serving as an Association president and vice president. It is with a heavy heart that I do formally give my written notice of my resignation, effective immediately. Thus releasing me from my contract and any hearing that you decide to convene, as stated in your letter dated 12 October 2012, that “as a member of Master Plumbers, you are bound by the Master Plumber rules”, these same rules also state that I can cease my membership “on receipt of notice of resignation given in writing to the secretary”, point 9 (a) ii. Please can you pass this to the Society secretary at your nearest convenience. I have copied in my Association secretary for this resignation to be validated. I am not surprised that certain members of the hierarchy show no understanding of the immense stress that I have been put under, and now pontificate ethics about one very emotional outburst and one peaceful protest. It is because of this hypocrisy of these certain members that I resign. 

 

I was unaware that I was still classed as a member, having not received any support in my recent 3 year struggle with the witch hunt that myself and young family have been subjected to by the PGDB at times headed and overseen by certain members of Master Plumbers. This situation resulted because of an explosion, because of dodgy certs covering dodgy work. This I had tried numerous times to warn about, discussing it with high ranking members of Master Plumbers and my association, as well as many others. All years before an explosion that nearly killed someone.

 

I made the outburst and protest after 3 years of torment loosing everything, and that same day after leaving my wife and sons, very upset at the airport yet again. I have had to seek employment away from my area since Kern Uren sent letters implying that I had been issuing illegal certificates in the upper North Island, a place I have never even visited. I have lost my home, business, reputation and time with my kids at the hands of corrupt industrial bullies.

 

You afford the PGDB the benefit of your “ethics”, and yet I have only received threats and intimidation form certain members of Master Plumbers. I have had no understanding or assistance afforded to me, even when requested. Not even in my outrage when this same Industry Board and its legal representative for its “impartial” investigator thought and still thinks it is ok to send graphic child sexual abuse past case notes to me, unmarked and read by my wife all available on the same web site that you found the evidence for this disciplinary hearing.

 

This same “impartial” investigator was a member of numerous gas groups with the very same person who chaired my hearing, all of which was left off the conflict of interest register ( I had recently just discovered this before my outburst). This is the same investigator that I tried to warn against at an impartiality hearing chaired by you Mr Whitehead along with other Master Plumbers. Where you and the five other members decided that you/they were all impartial, three of the five I had complained about (giving the majority) If you read that last sentence you will find it is a contradiction in terms and this very sentence implies a very real partiality. At this same hearing I mentioned that you and any other subsequent member were in breach of the Master Plumbers code, in not being able to criticise another member’s work, let alone lead a witch hunt. This is found in point 3 of “Relationships between members”. But it appears that certain rules apply only when it suits and never to the higher ranking members.

 

For instance of hypocrisy but not exhaustive-

 

· I was democratically voted in by my association to be a gas group representative, I was never asked to go and another was sent in my stead. I have the minutes for this vote, dated 10 May 2006, if you require a copy I can send. 

 

· I told my story and concerns to the “Plumbers Journal” about dodgy certs and work, done by my ex boss when they contacted me to do a piece in the Journal. I talked for about ten full minuets only to be told that “I can’t use a word of that, can I write an article and you check it over and we’ll print that”, this subsequent article ran before the explosion. 

 

· I tried to tell many members of the Master Plumbers hierarchy about my concerns about my ex boss, and they will know who they are some of you are part of this discipline committee, but the most disturbing reply that I had to my concerns was from Doug Brennan( of coincidence heavily involved in the Plumbers Journal). I said it was on a “who you know… not what you know basis”, his reply was, “ if you ever make a mistake we’ll rail road you” and they did. 

 

· The same Roger Taylor, a past national president, association president and now the copied in Association Secretary was prepared to inform on any local gasfitters in his area of work, to the Board as an auditor, believing that because he did it blind under a confidentiality contract it was ok, but I would read this being prepared to inform and criticise other member’s work, because if you don’t know who it is then it could well be a member. But I don’t suppose you will place him in front of a disciplinary hearing for this breach of rules. Or the other members who used the opportunity of auditing their opposition and abused it to the point of it being stopped. 

 

· Kevin Harris, Ray Day of PGD Board fame’s son in law, phoned my advocate just after my hearing to warn him he “better watch what horses he was backing” and that “Paul gee had brought it all on himself, because he had pissed off some influential plumbers”. The mettle of the man is testified to by him doing it over the phone the same night after he had just met my advocate in person and could have done it to his face. This Mr Harris had came up to me at this same meeting and when I told him I was disappointed by the total lack of support from my association and Master Plumbers as a whole, his reply was confusing to say the least and again attests to his mettle, even intelligence. He said, “that I had his support in the one phone call made the day of the opening of my hearing” when I said I couldn’t recall this one show of support (after nearly 2 and a half years of struggle for my family) he said and I quote” Well I tried to ring but couldn’t get through”, this was another time that I used expletives and told him to go away or words to that effect. 

 

The Board, as a ploy to get me off side with the local gasfitters, made it appear that I had complained about all the gasfitters in my area, I would like to take this opportunity to go on record that the only person I complained about was my ex boss, who was gifted his licence with no formal apprenticeship, by the very same “impartial” investigator appointed to my investigation, all done while you Mr Whithead was on that Board.

 

Even though I was subjected to all of this and a very bias process I was found 95% innocent (a great pass rate in any exam) and the last of the charges would be cleared by way of a British standard, leaving me 100% innocent. The only certifying gasfitter at my hearing was Graham Hardie a British gasfitter and Master Plumber.

 

Due to my experience I won’t expect any of this to register with certain members of the committee, and have probably wasted yet more of my time. But at least you can’t fain ignorance, well not at least in reference to my situation. I wonder if any of you were subjected to 3 years for something that you knew you were innocent of and lost everything would resort to naughty words and a bit of a tantrum. 

 

And now a final twist of the knife and the threat of another kangaroo court, no thank you. All I did to offend and “piss” people off was to air my real thoughts and speak my mind, just as I did with you Mr Whithead on the Nelson MP meeting of the 12 April 2006, when I told you I could not see how a ITO could achieve its goals without substantial government and/or industry investment, I remember the look on your face, where the colour of your face matched your hair, especially when I made the comparison of public and private schools and their source of funding. Judging by the resulting epic fail of your concept and the industries loss of confidence in the ITO and its results, you probably hold a bit of resentment toward me and my free speech and again is another reason why I am resigning from Master Plumbers and won’t be attending another kangaroo court presided over by yourself.

 

I have endured a 3 year persecution and the only thing that registers with this Master Plumbers Board is one very emotional outburst. I am, rightly or wrongly surprised and just a tad proud that I managed to hold it all in for 3 whole years, but we all have our breaking points and I hope I never reach my real one that makes me act out in reality and not just by email.

 

Yours Sincerely Paul Gee.

 

 

 

