INTRO: 
SLIDE ONE:
CLICK: Good afternoon, CLICK: tradespeople and people of New Zealand. What I am going to explain to you today affects us all!!! It is extremely important that this information is understood far and wide CLICK: in order for US to make a difference!
How many of you have sat down and opened up your bill from your Plumber CLICK:and nearly fallen off your seat in HORROR????  Let me tell you why……
CLICK: What I am about to expose is the corruption of the government appointed Board, which is put in place to CLICK: regulate the Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying industry in New Zealand, which is allegedly necessary for the purpose of protecting the ‘Health and Safety of the Public’.
I do not deny that there should be a regulatory body for this purpose, as without proper standards, rules and regulations there is no order or accountability. CLICK:

SLIDE TWO: However, the questions I ask are: CLICK: Who is there for the protection of the tradespeople in this industry????? CLICK: And if the Plumbers, Gasfitters, Drainlayers board, aka PGDB, are in fact there for the Health and Safety of the public, CLICK:why is it that they charge the practitioner astronomical fees and levies as a condition of licensing  CLICK: and why are these costs continuously increasing????? 
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board is the CLICK: only industry regulatory body that is solely funded by the practitioner. For example; CLICK: The EWRB – Electrical Workers Registration Board, amongst other boards, are only partly funded by the practitioner and have other means or ways of funding their duties as a regulatory board. Whether it be through the Government, or for example in the electrical industry there is small fee charged in every New Zealanders power bill to help cover the costs which helps to keep costs down for the tradesperson. CLICK:
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board are there CLICK: to administer and regulate ‘The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006’, which is originally ‘The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 1976.’
This Act stipulates that it is in fact illegal for any one of us to carry out DIY Plumbing, Gasfitting or Drainlaying to ensure that a CLICK: high standard is kept in the industry and that safety regulations are adhered to.  This Act ensures that Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers are qualified and competent.
CLICK: Ok, so we have established now what the purpose of the PGDB is, now I would like to inform you of how it all works in the trades and eventually make you all aware of the latest proposed amendment bill that is currently being debated in CLICK: ‘The House of Representatives’ and what the intention of this amendment means and will mean to the future CLICK: of our NZ Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers, their businesses and also how it will affect the consumer in the long-run!! 

SLIDE 3: CLICK: I would like to explain in great depth about the extensive training and CLICK: expense involved  with the training of Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers.
CLICK: Fees for a combined CLICK: Plumbing and Gasfitting four-year CLICK:  apprenticeship are $10,580 - which increased dramatically from $6,000 in April 2012 – which are made payable to the I.T.O.
CLICK: The cost to undertake a drainlaying apprenticeship as well is an additional $3000.
 You can choose to undertake a single apprenticeship,but usually as these trades work hand-in-hand with each other, most commit to a combined apprenticeship of Plumbing and Gasfitting or Plumbing and Drainlaying. CLICK: There are those, of course, that do all three.
CLICK: Over the four years, the trainees/apprentices have to complete a set of block assignments, 70 in total, once they are completed;, they are scheduled on a block course relating to each block of correspondence.
CLICK: All ASNZS Plumbing standards and gas codes are to be purchased throughout their training at a cost of $710 to the trainee. CLICK: Not to mention the continuous purchasing of tools for the trade and costs associated CLICK: with travel and accommodation to enable them to partake in these out of town block courses, CLICK: all the while earning pittance on an apprentice wage.
CLICK: Once the apprentice CLICK: has gained all unit standards upon the completion of his/her apprenticeship, he/she CLICK: must sit an exam which is organised, examined and marked through the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board, at a fee of $411 per exam/per trade. CLICK: You would think that this would mean that they are now fully qualified and able to legally work???...
CLICK: Well, this is not the case. CLICK:
For Plumber’s, Gasfitters and Drainlayer’s new-found qualification to be recognised by the PGDB  CLICK: they must first be added to the register at a cost of $357 per trade and if they wish to have CLICK: a certificate to display it is a further  $51 per certificate! CLICK:
SLIDE 4 
But, even after all these costs and formalities, a qualified and now CLICK:  Registered Plumber,  Gasfitter and Drainlayer must uplift CLICK: a practising license of a CLICK: fee of $102 for each trade and a one-off annual CLICK: Disciplinary and Offenses levy of $265 to enable them to be authorised to work in their chosen trades.  CLICK: This means for CLICK: one license it is a cost of $366 per year.
CLICK: Two licenses (2 trades) $467 per year
CLICK: Three licenses (3 trades) $568 per year.
CLICK: But that is not all…Oh no!
According to the PGDB, CLICK: Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers are deemed incompetent unless they continuously upskill.  That would be fine in itself and CLICK: most tradespeople would be more than happy to attend Refresher Programmes and keep up to date with developments in the trade and so on.  But the problem is that these up skilling points, known as CPD points, CLICK: are costly and have become a condition of licensing.  Without a practising license, it is illegal for these qualified registered tradespeople to carry out sanitary Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying. So in order for Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers to work legally and obtain a practising licence each year, they must have purchased a certain number CLICK: of CPD points before they can purchase their licenses of the trades they are qualified and registered in.
CLICK: For one trade or one license holder, he/she must have gained and purchase a minimum of 12 points at $30 per point (an additional $360).
CLICK: For two trades or two licenses to uplift, he/she must have gained and purchased a minimum of 20 points at $30 per point (an additional $600).
CLICK: For three trades or three licenses to uplift, he/she must have gained and purchased a minimum of 24 points at $30 per point (an additional $720).
CLICK: For someone with all three trades – Plumbing, CLICK:  Gasfitting and CLICK: Drainlaying, he/she must pay CLICK:
· $265 Disciplinary levy
· $303 for 3 licenses
· $720 for CPD points

This is a grand total of $1288 people.
CLICK:For a tradesperson on $20 - $23 per hour, it is a ridiculous amount of money he\she must pay to the PGDB in order to legally go to work and practise the trades they are already trained, qualified and competent in.  CLICK:

SLIDE 5 I WOULD LIKE TO COMPARE THESE FEES TO TWO OTHER INDUSTRIES; Electrical industry and Medical Council. 
DESCRIPTION OF CHART!  (POINT) As you can see we have the Medical Council, Electrical Board and The Plumbers Board.  CLICK: It is very interesting to see the first-time registration fees for an electrician is slightly under half of what is required by the PGDB for one trade, first time registration, bearing in mind, this fee under ‘The Board’ is applicable for each trade. The Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers first time registration is on par with or slightly under a doctor’s! But a doctor only needs to pay once! CLICK: Doctors pay a fee of $40.89 for a certificate – Plumbers pay $51 per certificate! And as you can see, Electricians get a cert for free!! CLICK: I can understand why a doctors licensing fee is set at this rate, but I find it very interesting that the Electrical Board can carry out its statutory duties with a $60 licensing fee, yet the PGDB can’t??? CLICK: A doctor is charged a $ 195.11 Disciplinary levy - A Plumber, Gasfitter and/or Drainlayer pays more than a doctor in this instance??? Go Figure!!! And would you look at that, the Electrical Board has no annual fee for discipline, it is included in their first-time, one off, registration fee!! CLICK: Well, those figures just speak for themselves! CLICK: PGDB do not accept late Examination applications, yet the Electrical Board does and at no extra fee. CLICK: Trainee Limited Certificate – or – a limited license for apprentices - is $45.00 for Plumbers, Gasfitters and/or Drainlayers – I will just point out that this fee is applicable for all three trades!! And it is no surprise that the Electrical Board doesn’t charge their apprentices anything for this purpose. CLICK: And as you can see the CPD – Continued Professional Development points is, a huge money making scam for the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board!!
Now, I would like to go back to the Disciplinary levy, as I said earlier, you can see that a doctors annual charge for discipline is cheaper than that of a Plumbers, Gasfitters or Drainlayers…
 All in all, a doctor earns more than twice as much as a Plumber, Gasfitter or Drainlayer, and a Doctor’s work is far more serious and their level of competence is far more important than a tradesperson, as the doctor is dealing with people’s lives, health and well-being. CLICK: Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers are dealing with people’s pipes!  I fail to understand the PGDB’s justification for these astronomical fees!  

SLIDE 6 CLICK:  Now that I have helped you understand the costs relating to the training and continuous upkeep of licensing for Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers, I would like to explain the proposed CLICK:  amendment bill regarding retrospective legislation.  The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board have CLICK: been found guilty of illegally collecting the disciplinary levy of $265 per tradesperson per year since 2010.  They now owe over CLICK: 1 million dollars to the industry, but instead of paying the illegal monies collected, CLICK: the National MP, ‘Honourable’ Morris Williamson, Minister of Building and Housing and Minister in charge of appointing the Board members, has tried to fast-track an amendment bill through Parliament which retrospectively legalises the collection of these levies!!  This seems to be something the CLICK: National Party are making habit of, of late!  Huh!
Not only is the Board and the Hon. Morris Williamson, seeking to retrospectively validate these illegally collected levies, the proposed amendment also states the Board may impose on every registered person a disciplinary and prosecution levy of CLICK: “any amount it thinks fit”!!
I repeat, “Any amount it thinks fit!!”




Already, all levies and fees have increased in price tenfold over the last seven years, so what will this amendment bill mean if it gets passed through Parliament?
CLICK: The Board will basically have a license to print money at the courtesy of the practitioner!

SLIDE 7 CLICK: There is a group of Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers that belong to the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation that was formed two years ago CLICK: to lobby against the CLICK: PGDB to ensure the industry gets treated in a fair and equitable manner with the intention of putting a stop to the constant injustice the industry has suffered at the hands of “the Board”, and has made the “The Board” accountable for their actions! CLICK:  The Board is not and will not listen to the industry that it supposedly regulates.
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation, aka PGDF, CLICK: has now over 1000 militant members.  It is the PGDF that went CLICK: through proper Parliamentary processes with regards to the collection of these disciplinary and offences levies and managed to take the matter to the CLICK: Auditor General, the Ombudsman and the Regulations Review Committee, all of which agreed that this levy was in fact illegally collected CLICK: and ruled that the Board should pay back the monies illegally collected, to the practitioners.
CLICK: This determination infuriated both the Board and Honourable Minister Morris Williamson, who claim CLICK: that the Board will become insolvent CLICK: if they must pay back the levy and be dis-allowed from collecting future levies for discipline.  And hence drafted an amendment bill to retrospectively validate and allow this levy to be collected “at any amount it sees fit!! In an attempt to ask the Government to bail them out!
Huh! Insolvent!!! They claim!
This is the sameCLICK: shonky board that was operating under the guise of “registered  charity“ but got CLICK:  kicked off or “deregistered” as a charity through the charity’s commission in 2012 as “The Board” simply cannot operate as a charity because it makes a profit, a healthy profit at that!
SLIDE 8 “IN THE HOUSE” CLICK: So claims at becoming “insolvent” are ridiculous and just a ploy to persuade “the house” to pass this bill.  TheCLICK: Hon. Morris Williamson even stooped so low as to mislead the members of Parliament through using an example that was not factually correct, as to why the PGDB are so important and how important it is to discipline the industry.
CLICK: He said that there was a gas explosion in a Pizza Hutt in Nelson, two years ago caused by an incompetent gasfitter.

CLICK: Labour Minister, Maryann Street, soon counteracted Minister Williamson’s claim CLICK: and corrected him. Maryann Street tells us that CLICK: it was not in fact a Pizza Hutt that exploded, CLICK: but a fish and chip shop.  And might I add, CLICK: even though ‘The Board” tried to pin the blame on a gasfitter and in the process, CLICK: ruined his reputation, ruined his business and cost him his home in his defence battle, CLICK: he was never found culpable!!! “The Board” however, knew who was at fault, but because he was a friend of a Board Member, he got away with it.CLICK:
The Board wasted $200,000 of Practitioners money pursuing the wrong man, CLICK: knowing full well who did it!!
PERHAPS CLICK:  “The Board” and National MP CLICK: Hon. Morris Williamson are the incompetent ones and maybe the Government should CLICK: be making them gain CPD points on how to competently regulate the industry!!  This CLICK: Board has behaved with less than stellar performance and far from exemplary conduct!! They must be held accountable!
So much for protecting the “Health and Safety” of the public; they have made an industry within an industry and are only interested in lining their pockets with tradesmen’s hard earned wages!!

SLIDE 9  CLICK: To conclude, in view of all the information I have provided today, and yes, CLICK: there is a lot more to be said, but not enough time haha, I hope that I have said enough to help you understand that this industry is in dire straits and may be you can now answer the questions CLICK: I put to you in my introduction.  We now know CLICK: that the PGDB is certainly not there for the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers, nor are they there for the Health and Safety of the public! It is pretty obvious to see, with the ridiculous fees imposed on Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers, that the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board are there to make money! CLICK: And with Minister Morris Williamson in their back-pocket, along with the entire National Party, they will CLICK: succeed in ensuring the “Trade Drain” continues and this bill will only increase the growing concern CLICK: of young people’s lack of interest in this industry.

It looks like this bill will pass, even though CLICK: the whole Labour Party, Greens Party, NZ First Party, Maori Party, Mana and the Independent Minister, Brendan Horan, opposed this bill in the second reading.  Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, CLICK: all 59 members of the National Party are in support of this bill, along with John Banks from Act and Peter Dunn from United Future, CLICK: which brought the vote  to 61 for and 60 against!!
All we need is for CLICK: one MP to have an attack of conscience and change his/her mind and oppose this bill before the third and final reading.

In light of all of this, next time you open your plumbing bill, you won’t think “Oh my gosh, what a rip off”!!!
As I said earlier, this affects us all!! CLICK: Not just the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers and their businesses, but we, as consumers. CLICK: All these costs have to be recouped somehow, and at the end of the day, it is the Consumer who pays the ultimate price. We can make a difference!
CLICK: Finally to quote the renowned political theorist and philosopher – Edmund Bourke:

[bookmark: _GoBack]CLICK: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil; is for good men to do nothing!” PAUSE THEN CLICK: Are there any questions? … Last but not least, I would just like to add that I do know a Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer, who is also an experienced roofer, who would be more than happy to be of use to all your Plumbing, Gasfitting, Drainlaying & roofing needs!!  He is experienced and definitely competent in his line of work and it is of utmost importance to him to ensure that he provides this service to his clients, with strict observance to the Health and Safety regulations. Here is his business card, he would be more than happy to help, at very Sharp rates!  







