 (
Wal mixed business with pleasure in the weekend so while in Ashburton he met up with a local Plumber who had this to say 
in a letter to the Board 
“
I thought the reason behind the new scheme was to do away with the so called cowboys. As the cost of employing a licensed plumber sky rockets this can only encourage unqualified people, because some of them are very capable.  A
 
lot of repair work doesn’t require a consent, but is a huge part of the industry. I’m sure if people get the job for half price they will go for it.  It’s a bit like the gun law, it’s the unlicensed guys doing the damage leaving the licensed ones to cover the cost”.
The 
r
eply “Thank you for your comments. You are not the only one to have voiced these concerns and I am sure they will be considered seriously by the Board”.  Craig O'Connell Acting General Manager
 
Wal’s happy to visit your tow
n if it will help
) (
Town Visit
) (
Did You Know?
Did you know a
 quick look at the 2010 financials for the PGDB has shown that $992,674 was spent on 
staff 
salaries and out of that:
one person received $230,000 -$250,000,
one person received $120,000 -$130,000
and one person received $100,000 -$110,000.  
Did
 you know 
Board members remuneration was $184,404.00, that
’
s an average of 
$20,489.93 each for the nine of them. I
f last reporting period is anything to 
go on they would have had about 
1
4
 meetings for the year.
 That
’
s about $1,463.57, on average, each, per meeting.  Not to mention the 
$97,663.00
 in
 
expenses
 for the year.
 
Did you know that 
consultation and implementation of the new Act cost $253,698.00
 last year
.
Did you know we can’t do anything without your help!  
Get information to us
, tell us what you think and want. It’s too easy to say “I’m to busy someone 
else
 will do 
it “Look
 guys it’s now or never to get change. Do nothing - get nothing.
) (
I
S 
THIS YOU?
Come on stepping up to be counted is not
 
going to hurt
,
 well not as much as spending thousands of dollars a year for nothing. 
 
It’s up to all of us to 
have our say
. Encourage others to contact 
one of us
 
and get on 
the 
data base.
paul.luxton@paradise.net
 
 
         
allan.day@xtra.co.nz
 
  
   
wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz
 
We need to know what your costs are as an individual and for the business owners out there what the cost will be to your business.  We want to work on the annual cost and want to come up with some figures to take to the Government. 
Contact Wal for help or s
end your reply direct to 
him 
wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz
  or   PO Box 40 728, Upper Hutt 5140
 
)[image: The Turds Family - lazy sh*t] (
Create a Board that you don't fund, call it the Plumber Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board and legislate for the industry to pay all their costs. Be careful not to let the industry have a say into the activities of the Board or you could loose control.
Don't monitor the Board for a number of years and let them experiment with registration, apprenticeship and exam schemes. Once it all turns to sh*t engage a lawyer to report on the boards activities. Employ the chairman as the CEO and Registrar. Appoint a new chairman and then sack the Board. 
As the Board is appointed by you and it doesn’t cost you anything, tell them what you want and let them fight with industry practitioners. Remember don't fund anything and don't listen to the industry.
(Continued on page two)
)[image: Unisex Long Drop] (
How to Build a Long Drop Toilet
)  (
June 2010
 
) (
issue 
two
) (
Fellow Practitioners
)
 (
Did you know, according to the Board, there are 9877 tradesmen licensed in our industry.  And did you know the fees review received 200 replies covering 600 people.  Even if they were all trades
 
people that’s still only a 6.7% response.  It will be interesting to see how they word the response in the report. 
(“An outstanding response to the consultation with the majority of people supporting the views of the Board?)
) (
How to build a Long Drop Toilet continued
You
 are 
now well on your way to getting your longdrop
. 
 
Now it’s t
ime to cover your arse
, so 
order another investigation, but don't panic
,
 as it will take at least 
20 
months for the investigation. 
In this time more apprentices and tradesmen will become disillusioned and leave the industry. Employers will be sick of fighting and excessive costs
,
 ll cease employing apprentices, and down size. The trade shortage has begun.  
Now have the Board implement Competency Based
 Licensing
 at a cost of $28 million
 annually to the industry, that’s only about $100 per tradesman per week. Tell the industry to hand on the cost to the consumer. The consumer won’t want to pay so you’ve created the breading ground for the elusive “cashie”. 
Now that tradesmen aren't happy and no one can afford them its time to again cover you arse and tell the Board to conduct a review of its fee setting procedures.  
By the time you draw your plans, get your resource
 consent
, your building consent and employ a 
Licensed 
construction worker, the 
B
oard will have finished its review, published it in the Gazette, Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers will be leaving the industry and you’re on your way to having your dream of a lifetime:
“A Government Regulated Longdrop”.
PS:  As you don’t have drains don’t forget to enroll for the Carbon Emission Trading Scheme:
) (
Keep waiting Wal, 15 more years and you will be on National Super and it won’t matter then.
) (
The 
long anticipated report from the 
Office of the Auditor General 
is still on the way and is approaching its third Christmas. 
)[image: ] (
Auditor Generals Office
) (
The 
Waiting Game
) (
June
 2010
) (
issue 
TWO
)
 (
The results of the fees review should be out very soon followed closely by the Office of the Auditor Generals report.
We should also hear from the Regulation Review Committee in the next couple of weeks.
The Board is having a meet the Board night in Christchurch on the 14
th
 July 2010.  Good chance for a protest outside their hotel.
) (
Congratulations to the Board as m
ost businesses only charge out about 1
600
 hours per year
, the Board 
c
harges out 2,000. 
)[image: Legal_Newsletter_p2] (
Calculations were based on a sample of 20 existing accredited courses from a range of providers. 
The costs of the courses were then divided by the number of points awarded per course. This obtained a dollar amount per point, for example:
*
A course costing $139 with a point's value of 4 would equal $34.75 per point. 
*
A course costing $41 with a point's value of 4 would equal $10.25 per point.
These amounts were then averaged across the 20 courses, resulting in a standard cost of $15 per point. Using this $15 as a basis, a practitioner who held all three categories of registration and needed 24 points will incur a cost of $360.00 per annum.
This is outlined in the calculations below:
*
24 points x $15 per point = $360
*
$360/2000 chargeable hours per year = $0.18
This estimate shows the average direct cost of CPD to a practitioner.
Please note that these costs did not include travel or other associated costs as these are variables outside the direct cost of CPD and there are choices available to businesses and individuals for instance many courses are available after hours, or delivered by either distance learning or online mediums.
In facilitating the CPD programme to plumbers, gasfitters and drainlayers we endeavour to keep costs low, and provide flexible, high quality, compliant courses.
I am very happy to discuss these matters with you.
Kind regards,
Kern U'ren
Acting Registrar
Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board
) (
A Board member dies fishing 
on 
his 40th birthday and finds himself greeted at the Pearly Gates by a brass band.
Saint Peter runs over, shakes his hand and says "Congratulations!"
"Congratulations for what?" asks the Board Member
"Congratulations for what?" says Saint Peter. "We are celebrating the fact that you lived to be 160 years old."
"But that's not true," says the Board Member. "I only lived to be forty."
"That's impossible," says Saint Peter, "we added up your charge out hours.
) (
Important
 
DATES
) (
Allan Day
Alan is 
preparing a reply to Dave Strong President of the Master Plumbers who placed an article in the latest Plumbers Journal, read Allan's response in our next newsletter.  
Paul Luxton
Paul 
is working on getting more numbers and getting political support.  Thanks to Paul for all his hard work at getting the names together and getting the 
information
 out. 
Wal Gordon
Wal is collecting information
 and going through it. He has met wit
h
 the Ombudsman and is waiting for a reply from them. 
If you have anything you think may be of use then send it to him.
  
Others
Lots of helpers are getting the word out to other 
trades people
. 
 
) (
What next
) (
The PGDB claims Costs of 18cents an hour.
) (
You do the Figures
) (
JUNE 2010
) (
issue 
TWO
)
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