PRESS RELEASE | Nelson gasfitter’s conduct found unacceptable12 Aug 2011 (Fri)PRESS RELEASE | 12 July 2011

A Nelson gasfitter has been found guilty of professional shortcomings and unacceptable conduct.

PRESS RELEASE | 12 July 2011Nelson gasfitter’s conduct found unacceptable

A Nelson gasfitter has been found guilty of professional shortcomings and unacceptable conduct. The Board has found that Paul Gee breached the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act when he carried out gasfitting work on a house in Malvern Avenue, Nelson.Mr Gee incorrectly installed a gas water heater by not allowing sufficient clearance between it and an openable window. It was installed by Mr Gee too close to an openable window, which created a risk that products of combustion and carbon monoxide could have entered into the house. 

The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board decided the case against Mr Gee in relation to work carried out on six other properties in the Tasman Bay and Westport areas including the Milton Street takeaways shop in Nelson was not established. The takeaways was the scene of an explosion in April 2009.The cause was found to be a gas leak, which developed at the rear of two gas fires.

The case against Mr Gee was not established at properties at Main Road, Havelock, Greenwood Street, Motueka, Pah Street at Motueka High School, Dommett Street, Westport and Powick Street, Westport.

For the charge Mr Gee was found guilty of, the tribunal said: “Mr Gee is not a mere plumber as he referred to himself, but an experienced gasfitter. For a practitioner of Mr Gee’s status, these applied professional shortcomings are seen as being very serious and his conduct unacceptable.”

In considering the charge, the Board noted Mr Gee’s lack of appreciation of process, objectives and accountability when signing gas certification certificates and certifying gas installations.

The Board also said there was a demonstrated lack of understanding about the reasons for maintaining adequate clearances between instantaneous gas water heating appliances and openable windows and the risk that carbon monoxide presents.

The Department of Labour laid a complaint with the PGDB about the Milton Street matter and the PGDB undertook its own investigation. As a consequence, a further six properties were also identified as potentially posing a risk to the health and safety of the public.

The Board deals with the competency of gasfitters and any disciplinary actions that arise from that. For compensation, any affected parties need to lodge a civil claim with the courts. 

The Board will now arrange a meeting between the parties to decide on penalties, after which time Mr Gee will have the right of appeal.

 Best Regards Paul Gee, 

 Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
"Covering the Top of the South"
 PO Box 249 Takaka 

 Golden Bay 

 Tasman 7142

 Mobile: 0274 33 33 50

 A/H: 03 525 9889

 Email: plumbngas@gmail.com

Disclaimer:
 "This message and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. 
If you believe you have received this email in error, please advise us immediately by 
return email or telephone and then delete this email together with all attachments. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorised to use or copy this message 
or any attachments or disclose the contents to any other person. " 
 
 



From: Janis Adair [mailto:Janis.Adair@ombudsman.parliament.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, 7 August 2013 8:52 a.m.
To: Paul & Emma Gee
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Paul,

Thank you I will come back to you a little later today.

I wanted to acknowledge that I had received your e mails.

Kind regards

Janis

From: Paul Gee [mailto:gasnsolarservices@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Paul & Emma Gee
Sent: Wednesday, 7 August 2013 8:15 a.m.
To: Janis Adair
Subject: FW: Complaint to the Ombudsman

Hi Janis FYI, a reference number I was given yesterday from the Ombudsman’s office was 310809, just thought I would pass it on so as to keep it all under one umbrella. I am home all day today if you need to speak to me as I have no work on.

 Best Regards Paul Gee, 

 Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
"Covering the Top of the South"
 PO Box 249 Takaka 

 Golden Bay 

 Tasman 7142

 Mobile: 0274 33 33 50

 A/H: 03 525 9889

 Email: plumbngas@gmail.com
Disclaimer:
 "This message and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. 
If you believe you have received this email in error, please advise us immediately by 
return email or telephone and then delete this email together with all attachments. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorised to use or copy this message 
or any attachments or disclose the contents to any other person. " 
 
 



From: Paul & Emma Gee [mailto:plumbngas@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, 6 August 2013 6:46 p.m.
To: 'janis.adair@ombudsman.parliament.nz'
Subject: FW: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Hi Janis,

Thank you for returning my phone call today. As promised, see attachments and an email stream below of correspondence between me and with the Nelson Community Law office about my complaint.

Please find attached-

· My complaint which was, as far as I was aware, sent in this March by a lady from the Nelson Community Law Centre her name is Amy Gulbransen, nearly five months ago to the Ombudsman’s office.

 

· A submission I made to a Parliamentary select committee, also in March. 

· An apology for letters sent to my customers which told lies and, in my mind, this letter is an admission to prejudicing every single site that charges were laid at (except for the site of the explosion, which nearly killed someone), the same person who has signed this letter sat in on the panel for my hearing and witnessed all the withheld information and forensic photos and biased proceedings. He then, in my local paper, just after the Hearing, issued an official Board press release saying I didn’t know fundamental parts of my trade….he is the present chair of this corrupt Board and runs a training seminar ironically on the role of the professional witness, dealing with issues like fairness and integrity of all things.

· One of the letters sent, mentioned above. Before the hearing I had never been to the upper North Island, let alone conducted business there. This letter was sent to the Motueka High school (the only high school in my main business area) my business disappeared over night, as proven by my books.

· A summary of how the trumped up charges were answered, with huge problems and other offences, not attributable to me, highlighted….but ignored and still ignored to this very day. I can forwards the reference documents mentioned in this summary if you want them.

· The transcript from the Hearing.

I have a lot more.

Janis, I have been financially forced to sell my family home, lost my business and my reputation…..all for an explosion…..which I had attempted to warn about something like this happening for 6 years before (i.e. dodgy certs covering dodgy work), but was then framed for it……no one to this very day has been held liable for this explosion, but I have lost so much. I was debt free with no mortgage in a modest $200 000 home which we loved and a viable business …..these people have done nothing short of terrorise my family….especially my wife. I ask you what does child sexual abuse case notes have to do with probability arguments for a PLUMBERS hearing…..these were sent to her in an unmarked courier bag by the investigators lawyer (and is according to the Board’s secretariat common behaviour for lawyer, I have the letter from the Board stating this)…..I came home to find her literally hysterical….this was just before the hearing and just before we had to sell our home and she was forced to live in a caravan with our 5 and 7 year old sons for a winter, 14 weeks in all with no toilet nor running water……..while I worked away.

I have had to work away from home since the hearing in May 2011, and now am struggling to re-launch my business so I can be near my family….I am at breaking point and would ask you to show this situation some urgency…I thought this was being dealt with, and have waited patiently since March, it is a huge blow to think this may be just starting to be looked into now and finding out just recently that apparently no record of my name is on your system. 

I have about a cubic meter of evidence, I kid you not. I am happy to share with you. I have evidence to back all that I have said and ask you is this the type of country we want or aspire too build?

 Best Regards Paul Gee, 

 Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
"Covering the Top of the South"
 PO Box 249 Takaka 

 Golden Bay 

 Tasman 7142

 Mobile: 0274 33 33 50

 A/H: 03 525 9889

 Email: plumbngas@gmail.com
Disclaimer:
 "This message and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. 
If you believe you have received this email in error, please advise us immediately by 
return email or telephone and then delete this email together with all attachments. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorised to use or copy this message 
or any attachments or disclose the contents to any other person. " 
 
 



From: Paul & Emma Gee [mailto:plumbngas@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, 25 March 2013 1:24 p.m.
To: 'Amy Gulbransen'
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Thank you Amy 

Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
PO Box 249, Takaka 7142
0274 33 33 50 / 03 525 9889


From: Amy Gulbransen [mailto:AmyG@nelsoncommunitylaw.org.nz] 
Sent: Monday, 25 March 2013 8:18 a.m.
To: Paul & Emma Gee
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Thank you Paul.

When we receive your copy, we will attach a cover letter and send the complaint to the Ombudsman. I will be in touch about any developments on the case.

Kind regards,
Amy Gulbransen
Law Worker
Nelson Bays Community Law Service 
63 Collingwood Street
PO Box 1110, Nelson 7010
Phone: 03 548 1288; ext 3
Fax: 03 548 8142
EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE
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DISCLAIMER:

This message is for the named person's use only.  It may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information.  No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission.  If you receive this message in error, please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any hard copies of it and notify the sender.  You must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not the intended recipient.  Nelson Bays Community Law Service Inc reserves the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its networks.  Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the message states otherwise and the sender is authorised to state them to be the views of any such entity.



From: Paul Gee [mailto:gasnsolarservices@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Paul & Emma Gee
Sent: Friday, 22 March 2013 5:31 p.m.
To: Amy Gulbransen
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Hi Amy,

It looks great, just made tiny changes, the Board all up had 44 charges because they had alternative charges to go to if needed, two degrees of seriousness and the two final charges I was found on were of the lesser set, they also amended them just 2 weeks from the hearing after re-investigating, then making them fit, honest, its unbelievable. I have printed off the copy attached  and sent it to you by post, any problems let me know.

Thank you very very much, it is a much appreciated and worthwhile service that you provide and renews my faith in people.

Kind Regards Paul Gee

Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
PO Box 249, Takaka 7142
0274 33 33 50 / 03 525 9889


From: Amy Gulbransen [mailto:AmyG@nelsoncommunitylaw.org.nz] 
Sent: Friday, 22 March 2013 10:59 a.m.
To: Paul & Emma Gee
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Dear Paul,

Thank you for your additions, they were very helpful and provide a fuller picture of what occurred. 

I have made some minor formatting changes and slightly re-arranged the arguments. The background gives a detailed timeline of events and the complaint section deals more thoroughly with impartiality and the way the hearings were conducted. 

If you are happy with this version, please print, sign, and mail to us. Our address is:

Amy Gulbransen

PO Box 1110

Nelson 7010

Kind regards,
Amy Gulbransen
Law Worker
Nelson Bays Community Law Service 
63 Collingwood Street
PO Box 1110, Nelson 7010
Phone: 03 548 1288; ext 3
Fax: 03 548 8142
EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE
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DISCLAIMER:

This message is for the named person's use only.  It may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information.  No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission.  If you receive this message in error, please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any hard copies of it and notify the sender.  You must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not the intended recipient.  Nelson Bays Community Law Service Inc reserves the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its networks.  Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the message states otherwise and the sender is authorised to state them to be the views of any such entity.



From: Paul Gee [mailto:gasnsolarservices@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Paul & Emma Gee
Sent: Thursday, 21 March 2013 12:42 p.m.
To: Amy Gulbransen
Subject: RE: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Hi Amy, 

Please see attached my additions in red, I apologise for writing over your obvious hard work and I just want to say I really appreciate your efforts. I just have so much wrapped up in this that I can’t help vent it when given half the chance, I hope I haven’t spoilt or clouded it too much. Please let me know your thoughts. If it’s ok I’ll sign it today so we can get it under way.

Thank you for your time, it is much appreciated.

Kind Regards Paul

Paul Gee Plumbing & Gas Ltd
PO Box 249, Takaka 7142
0274 33 33 50 / 03 525 9889


From: Amy Gulbransen [mailto:AmyG@nelsoncommunitylaw.org.nz] 
Sent: Thursday, 21 March 2013 8:45 a.m.
To: gasnsolarservices@gmail.com
Cc: Peter Riley
Subject: Complaint to the Ombudsman
Dear Paul,

Please find attached our draft submission to the Ombudsman on your behalf. If you are happy with the content, please let us know and we will send you the original to print and sign. 

Kind regards,
Amy Gulbransen
Law Worker
Nelson Bays Community Law Service 
63 Collingwood Street
PO Box 1110, Nelson 7010
Phone: 03 548 1288; ext 3
Fax: 03 548 8142
EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE
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DISCLAIMER:

This message is for the named person's use only.  It may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information.  No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission.  If you receive this message in error, please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any hard copies of it and notify the sender.  You must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not the intended recipient.  Nelson Bays Community Law Service Inc reserves the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its networks.  Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the message states otherwise and the sender is authorised to state them to be the views of any such entity.



IMPORTANT: The information contained in this email may be confidential or legally privileged. It is intended solely for the recipient or recipients named in this message. Please note that if you are not the intended recipient you are not authorised to use, copy or distribute the email or any information contained in it. If you have received this email in error, please advise the sender immediately and destroy the original message and any attachments.
