Dear sir,
I am writing in response to the latest survey on registration where you are asking weather or not we agree with the wording of the notices you intend to publish in the gazette notices.
My experience in this industry is as follows, I started my apprenticeship in 1986 & completed it in 1992 , got trade cert 1992 , registered under the 1976 act in the register of plumbers in july 1995 & in 1998 passed the craftsman paper A exam.
I know this took me forever but to be honest I have always struggled with exams but pride myself with my practical ability & now have 30 years in the game.
Over the years all I have seen the board do is evaporate my qualifications & belittle me,when I started we were all told the only thing a craftsman plumber could do that a registered plumber couldn’t was uplift a permit .So then you made it so I have to be supervised ,changed my status from registered to certified , then to licenced & now to a  tradesman.why is that? What is it that you people are trying to achieve ? The funny thing here is that I will always be a registered plumber because im registered on the register , all you are doing is confusing the public & costing all of us as you then try to educate the public. This looks like a circus & I have to wonder what is going on?                            Then you in your great wisdom decide to screw up the paper A exam I worked hard for.
I really did hope that with the changes of staff & management at the board,the review & talk of getting everyone working legally & moving forward was not just more crap but it appears to me that it is.
In fact I don’t recall even being asked about the combining of the A & B papers and it feels like your just dropping this in at the last moment.In times past like when the craftsman or advanced trade cert came in all those that were registered were given their craftsman status,so please tell me who decided to throw my qualification away & how many people are affected?
There has even been talk of you blokes giving craftsman status to people without any formal training at all , so here you go I believe I have just as much right and lots more experience than any of them.
Im all for the protection of the public but I fail to see why I have to work under supervision when a sparky can wire a house or a mechanic can fix the brakes on a school bus without supervision if he has trade cert.
If not for me at least get it right for the young guys coming through . This chance you have to make things right is not going to change for years & I believe you are making huge mistake by yet again going down the wrong road.
You have considered the input of 2% of the industry & your more than happy with it, as far as im concerned all your gazette notices should be deemed illegal.
At 50 years old with rooted knees , a worn out body & you blokes trying to take away my ability to earn a living I hope you don’t ever expect me to be upbeat about this great, proud industry im in.
                                                                                   Yours unhappily

                                                                                   
                                                                                   Registered – certified -         
                                                                                   Licensed - Tradesman – plumber
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