29 October 2010 
          Fellow Practitioner            issue 20

[image: image1.png]PEDF
e





PGBB Consultation

You may or may not know that the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board has started a round of consultation and are calling for your comments.  

This can be a daunting task for some but it is very important that you have your say over the issues as they do affect the future of the industry. 

The consultation documents can be found at:

 http://www.pgdb.co.nz/Public/Consultation.html
The Board would like to know if they are getting a balanced response so please also send the information on their cover page.

We are working our way through the documents to assess the impact and we urge you to look at the documents and have your say.  
If you’re pushed for time or don’t want to do the consultation documents just send your comments to Wal at  wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz or 3 Jupiter Grove, Trentham, Upper Hutt 5018. 

Two responses have been received by us all ready but due to the language used they are not really printable. 

We need to emphasise it’s important to have your say or we end up in a situation like the Fees review earlier in the year where only 545 responses were received. Of those responses 437 were a standard response from members of Master Plumbers.

Based on comments from the Act Implementation report: 

“Most submissions simply supported the options favoured by the Board, and made no comment. 
The Comments that were made were often well considered and pragmatic, but at times reflected firmly held grievances about some aspect of Board operations (fees, registration of overseas trained practitioners, the competency based licensing “points” system etc.)
 In assessing the weight to attach to each comment, the Board had to balance what might be seen as the view of the “silent majority” with those who articulated particular viewpoints” 
Translated – if you don’t say anything then the Board takes it that you are fully behind them and their way of thinking.

Get involved and have your say.

Administrative Committee.  
Recently a few Federation members got together and held a meeting in the Wellington Area to discuss the appointment of an administrative Committee. That meeting went all the way and appointments were made to get us started. At that meeting Paul Luxton was appointed our first Chairperson.
Here’s his first Chairman’s message:
As you all know the new Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation (PGDF) is up running and getting organised.  To do that we have made a few decisions and have appointed an administrative committee to get us started.
I have the honour to have been elected its first chairman, but I can’t do it alone so a few people stood up to be counted and are now the very hard working committee behind me.
 

Colleen Upton
- secretary, treasurer.
Allan Day          
- committee member
Mark Lockyear
- committee member
Allan Day (jnr)   
- committee member
Wal Gordon    
- committee member
This committee will oversee the administrative issues the establishment of the Federation will generate. 

Taking the Board and the Government on is no small task and a lot of very hard work and a lot of time have already been put into the campaign. 

There have been hours of research, legal arguments, meetings, lots of debate and report writing. Three of the committee have been tireless in the campaign even prior to the forming of the Federation.

Wal has done a fantastic job helping keep us informed, and indeed his research is second to none. He has submitted a number of complaints which are yet to be heard.
Allan Day has spent hours every week at researching our legal position, and has been a tireless campaigner in the offices of M.P s and ministers. 
Colleen Upton has brought a very even, well focused and constructive voice to our cause, and keeps us in line and on track.  Her experience is invaluable to our cause.  She has taken up the keen role of secretary treasurer.
I am extremely happy also for the help of Alan Day (jnr) and Mark Lockyear who both bring skills need by the committee. 
To date we have had meetings with the Board (PGDB), Ministers, MPs, dept of building and housing, and Monday some of the Federation will meet with Rodney Hide. 
As for me I’ll be in Palmerston North promoting our cause there. 

I have always classified myself as a cockney hard nut but of late I have found it very humbling to read messages from apprentices who are send in $10.00 in donations and apologise for not sending more.

Sometimes it seems we are getting nowhere but when an apprentice who’s job may be on the line steps up and seeds money for the cause you actually get faith in mankind again. 

When you’re dealing with deceit, lies and mismanagement it’s a breath of fresh air to see people getting in behind you to help in any way they can so I implore you to get in behind those in the front line of the fight.

Not everyone can or wants to be in the main fight so I want to thank all of those who have sent in donations. Every donation, no matter how small, or message of support received, helps the cause and helps keep the motivation going. 
Sometimes we sit on the fence and wait to see what happens but I want you to think of this; we now have an opportunity to step up, be counted, and make a difference for ourselves and our families.
I know that $4,250 annually would be better spent on my family rather than on mismanagement and poor legislation. Change is never achieved by indecision so make a decision and hopefully give us your support.
Paul Luxton. 
Chairman PGDF  
Here it is
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   Claytons 

Many thanks to our Lower Hutt Plumbing inspector who sent this photograph to us.  

Ps: We know he doesn’t drink this. How else would he still have the drink you have when you’re not having a drink.
Did you see this?
The government got it wrong with another piece of legislation, breached it and passed a law to make it all legal
Parliament today passed a bill under urgency to fix a mistake which has meant 46,000 court cases were held without legal jurisdiction. Labour Minister Kate Wilkinson, who introduced the Summary Proceedings Amendment Bill (No 2), said a technical error was made when changes to the Summary Proceedings Act were enacted in 2008.

The intention was that minor property offences involving less than $500 should be summary offences only, meaning they would be tried by a judge alone, not by a jury.

In practice, that is what happened, but because the specified offences were omitted from a schedule in the Act the legal position was that they were all indictable offences which should have been tried by jury."These offences were intended to be purely summary because they fall below the threshold for a jury trial in the Bill of Rights Act," Ms Wilkinson said.

"Unfortunately, excluding these offences from the schedule did not achieve the intended effect."It achieved the opposite effect; it made them purely indictable offences."She said there had been about 46,000 relevant summary prosecutions between June 2008 and today.

"This means that 46,000 proceedings could potentially be challenged, deemed to have proceeded without legal jurisdiction, and nullified," she said."This would have high cost and resource implications both in appeals and in future proceedings."

The bill validates all those proceedings and fixes the mistake so future cases will be held under the right jurisdiction. Ms Wilkinson said the error had not undermined the fairness or appropriateness of any of the convictions.

Labour's Charles Chauvel said the error came to light in a case decided by a District Court in Hamilton in June."It doesn't mean that in the 46,000 proceedings some unfair result has occurred, it's simply a matter of having adopted the wrong procedure," he said.

National MP Simon Bridges, a former Crown prosecutor, said he wanted to explain the situation bluntly."This bill is the result of a cock-up. The Labour government did it, National voted for it. Let's accept that."

The bill passed its first reading, second reading, committee stage and third reading in about half an hour without any dissenting votes. The Green Party abstained because it hadn't supported the amendments when they were made in 2008.
Now you might say “what’s that got to do with us?” Quite simple, the Minister stated in his comment last week in the “Stuff” article that he was aware of a minor administrative error.  

This week we found that the Board had not had their Gazette notices tabled in Parliament at all this year.  The effect of this is that they haven’t had any legal standing, the Regulation Review Committee was denied the opportunity to view them and for us we had to pay fees and operate under another illegal scheme.

Case law would indicate it would be an uphill battle to win such a case in the courts but never the less this should not have happened. The Board has since re-issued the Gazette notices and are getting them tabled in Parliament. 

So it looks like making a “minor administrative” error is a defence as long as the outcome would be about the same. Something to remember for future defences. However there is good in everything so read on.
There’s good in everything.
As a result of the above article inventive people have developed a new product which will reduce the incompetent behaviour displayed in the previous article.

(Paid advertisement for the Incompetence Tester)

The Incompetence Tester

Are you sick of those long drawn out battles that most industries are encountering? Are you sick of beating your head against a bureaucratical wall? 

Help is here!
Especially designed for the bureaucratical conditions in New Zealand.  Easy to fit and can save millions of dollars in industry costs.

It’s quicker than the political legislative process and results are permanent. So how does it work?
As the user approaches the device it will assess their incompetence and will rapidly dispose of them if they are deemed incompetent.  
Throughout the office all you will hear is a slight whirring noise and then a standard flush.  The next thing you will hear is an announcement that another position is available at the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board. 
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As this is new technology and advancement in the industry you will receive much needed CPD points, if anyone’s left to accredit the operator’s course.
NZ Department of Labour would die

If you have a spare 6 minutes have a look at this.  
http://www.liveleak.com/e/07b_1284580365
From the Federations Brown Stick Section

Occasionally you get a person who goes to parliament to speak the truth and make a difference as was the case of Sandra Goudie (National Coromandel) who had this to say at the Energy Safety Review Bill first reading on 21/6/2005.

 “I say there has never been a demonstrated need for competence-based licensing requirements in this industry; because the record shows that for the year ended 2003 the board received 32 complaints. Is that a reason to go this far? 
I think not. After all, the industry has a perfectly good audit system in place, and it was working well. Everybody appreciated it, and most of the people involved in the industry accepted that audit process. So the board received 32 complaints and there are an estimated 9,000 tradesmen New Zealand - wide who complete 450 jobs per year, and that equates to about 4,050,000 jobs, and out of that there were 32 complaints. Where is the problem?
Another incorporated society of plumbers is advising its members that in order to meet the proposed compliance costs of the consumer board’s competence-based licensing proposal; they should add another $3.10 an hour to their charge-out rate. So let us look at the figures. What will this add to the invoice the consumer will receive? 
Well, $3.10 per hour, times 40 hours is $124, times 48 weeks is $5,900, times 9,000 tradesmen is about $53 million. That would be the cost to the country, but there were only 32 complaints last year” 
 “This bill gives the plumbers and drainlayers board a licence to print money, and who is going to be forking out that money? The drainlayers and plumbers are, and that is only the course fee. 
It does not anywhere near take into account the time away from work to do those courses, the travelling time involved, the cost of that travelling time, and the cost of accommodation if people have to stay overnight”
“So the board is pleasing itself about what it accepts. It makes the determination, and I see from the bill that, at the end of the day, ones final recourse is to the courts. 
So if people really want to get some justice out of the system they have to take the board to court; and all the board members are appointed by the Minister. There is absolutely no involvement by the gasfitters, plumbers, or drainlayers. 
The Minister says, though, that this board is being created for them. No way is that the case” 
“This bill is all about fleecing plumbers and drainlayers”
“We have a shortage of tradesmen in this country. Their numbers have been declining over the years. I have talked to a few drainlayers and plumbers who are saying that they are not going to bother to register for a licence. They will just exit the industry. 
They have done their time. They have put in the hard yards, and in the face of this legislation they are saying they have had a gutsful. They are getting out of the industry. 
They are not going to bother any more, if they have to confront this type of hurdle in terms of compliance and costs. That is what it is. It is a huge amount of cost to these people and it is just another hurdle that they simply do not want to have to confront”
 I have in front of me a range of courses, many of which are set up by different types of businesses, but that is a question in itself. 
Certainly, there is a whole range of computer courses, a dozen or so; and a whole range of business courses. There is a heavy-traffic licence course, but where is the relevance of that? There is a range of first aid courses, a whole range from Medical Hawera Ltd, which have all been recognised, and a whole range of safety seminars, although that is not unrealistic. 
However, the small-business management schedule is absolutely huge. Each one of those lines equals 10 units. What does having that as part of the competency-based licensing have to do with putting in a drain or doing a bit of plumbing? It is an absolute nonsense and it is a rort. 
It is about fleecing people blind and taking money on any pretext without any real sense of sensibility around it whatsoever”
We only give out accolades if they are earned and to Sandra Goudie we say well done and well said but add that its a pity so has been silenced by party policy.

Perhaps you may wish to forward a copy of this news letter to her to remind her of what she said.

sandra.goudie@national.org.nz
Donations
If you want to make a donation you can either send cheques made out to the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation, or make a direct deposit at any National Bank or deposit on line through internet banking.

The National Bank  06  0773  0319398  00

Cheques can be posted to:

Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation

3 Jupiter Grove

Trentham

Upper Hutt 5018

Receipts can be issued, just let Wal know.

Contact List

Get on the contact list or if you want to volunteer to help the Federation in your area contact Wal Gordon (04) 527 7977, wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz 
To finish we have a quick note from Wal

It’s about numbers and impact.

You’ve probably noticed that the Board goes with what it thinks in most cases. This is a sure indication that they are not accountable.

The Government deals in numbers and the greater the numbers, the greater the financial impact and the louder the voice, the more action they will take.  

The majority of people are law abiding citizens who expect the Government to make prudent decisions on our behalf.  

We currently have a situation where we are being failed by the Board and the Government through poor governance and poor legislation. 

They have taken away most of our rights as trade’s people in our chosen industry.

What choices do we have left?  

1. We can do what’s been done for the last decade and do nothing and take what’s given to us.

2. We can put our hands in the air, surrender and leave the industry, or

3. We can fight for what’s rightfully ours - fairness and equality in our industry.

We can not choose for you, it’s your choice depending on what your personal circumstances are. 

As I see it 10,000 trades’ people can take what’s given to them, not pay their fees and leave the industry or stand up and fight.

I for one will not break the law and operate outside the boundaries of the legislation but I will not be dictated to.

I will not pay excessive fees for what is rightfully mine. 

I will fight and win or leave the industry.

The actions all of you decide to take after reading this dictates your future. Join now and give us the voice to make a real difference.  

We either have to shut up, leave or fight.

The final word

Well you can’t get it any plainer than that, shut up, leave or fight.  
Attached is a flyer and information list.  Do your part and put your name at the top of the list and then get the page filled up and returned to Wal.
Get those numbers up, get comments and information to the administrative committee, get communication going within the Federation.

Until next week keep this in mind when dealing with the government and the Board;

“Be aware of the wolf in sheep’s clothing”
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It’s about Fairness and Equality in Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying Regulations and Legislation

The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation has been established to ensure our industry gets treated in a fair and equitable manner so now’s your chance be heard.  

	· Make the Board and Government Accountable  
	· Increase Industry Participation

	· Tackle Excessive Expenditure
	· Ensure Better Decisions

	· Ensure Past Issues Are Addressed
	· Strengthen the Industry

	· Ensure Relevance in Training
	· Make Your Opinion Count


If you’re registered or licensed in the industry then you’ve automatically become a member of the Federation.  All we need is your name, PGDB licence number, and preferred contact method such as email or post. Opt out if you don’t want to be a member or if you’re in business in the industry just contact us to be involved. 

Complete the contact list at your local Plumbers Merchant to confirm your preferred contact details post or email your details to:

PGD Federation







3 Jupiter Grove

or

wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz



Trentham



Upper Hutt 5018
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	So you've read our attached introduction letter and you're itching to join - membership is free - all you need to do is enter your details below and you'll be considered a member.  If we have your email address then you'll be sent the newsletter this way, otherwise they will come via snail mail.  As we rely solely on donations, the preferred method of contact is email.
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	Registration

No
	Licence

Classes
	Email Address
	Address
	Phone No
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