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Coming to your area

The Government Sponsored - Industry Funded Circus
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We’re sure most people - when they joined the plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying industry – had no idea they were buying part shares in a circus. And that’s exactly what’s happened.

Firstly there’s the article in this morning’s paper
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Dodgy gas fittings’ could kill

Shane Cowlishaw

12/11/2010

Hundreds of faulty gas installations across the country could explode and kill someone, the former chief executive of a Government-appointed board claims. 

Philip Routhan, who was sacked from his role with the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board last year, made the claim at an Employment Relations Authority meeting yesterday. Mr Routhan is before the authority fighting to get his job back. 

He alleged he was asked to lie to Building and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson about safety problems at the request of board chairwoman Hazel Armstrong, which she denied. 

Mr Routhan said he discovered a large number of gas certificates, which must be returned to the board by a certified gasfitter after work is done, were being returned with serious irregularities and were not being followed up. 

According to his written evidence, in one case a gasfitter had requested 572 certificates, but an investigation showed only 290 were returned. Forty-four installations were found to have been put in by a person without a licence, with 33 determined to be "high risk". 

Six months after becoming aware of the problem, Mr Routhan received a complaint about a gas explosion in a fish and chip shop in Nelson, where the roof had lifted and the front window and rear wall had been blown out. After investigations, more problems were discovered. 

A third investigation into another gasfitter revealed 113 illegal installations. 

Mr Routhan told the hearing he was making the information public because he was certain someone would be killed. "Somebody is going to die because of this, and I make this statement clearly in public today: somebody is going to get killed because of this." 

Mr Routhan also claimed Ms Armstrong asked him not to tell Mr Williamson when he had briefed her about the problems. He said she knew what questions Mr Williamson was going to ask, one of which was when the board had known about the issue, and asked him "not to drop me in the sh*t". 

Mr Routhan said he was uncomfortable with lying to a Crown minister, but Mr Williamson did not ask the question. 

Ms Armstrong admitted making the request but said it was taken out of context. She said she had only been told in passing on the street and had not realised the seriousness of the situation. "It was not intended to mislead the minister or withhold accurate information from the minister." 

The board fired Mr Routhan last year after he took more than 4000 documents from the board office. He said the papers included 761 gas certificates dating from 2005 that proved his claim. 

But board lawyer Geoff Davenport put it to Mr Routhan that he had taken the documents for his own purposes, rather than public interest. He had taken personal staff files that were unnecessary for his suggested purpose. 

The board also argued Mr Routhan had been abusive to staff. 

A spokesman for the board said an independent report on the allegations confirmed there was a climate of fear under Mr Routhan. 

Mr Routhan assured the Auditor-General's Office during its investigation that a process to check gas certificates was in place but none was found, he said. 

And then there’s the Boards press release  
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 Media release 
11 November 2010 
A spokesman for the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board (PGDB) said: “Hazel Armstrong, Chair of the PGDB, completely and utterly refutes any allegation made at the Employment Relations Authority hearing that she instructed Philip Routhan, the former Registrar, to mislead and deceive Minister Maurice Williamson over any gas certification issues. 
“Following staff complaints about the conduct of Philip Routhan, the PGDB commissioned an independent report on the allegations which concluded that a climate of fear, intimidation and bullying existed under his tenure as chief executive/registrar. 
The Board members were unanimous in concluding that it had lost trust and confidence in Philip Routhan and terminated his employment in December 2009. The Board, in its governance capacity, acted immediately to ensure that its employees were not subjected to this unacceptable behaviour and that consumer and the trade had confidence that the operations of the PGDB were executed appropriately. 
In relation to the gas certification issue, Philip Routhan assured the Office of the Auditor General that there was a process in place during his tenure as Registrar to check gas certificates, however the report of the Office of the Auditor General found that there was no such process in place. In his role as Chief Executive/Registrar Philip Routhan contracted out the Board’s responsibility for checking gas certificates and the Board is now undertaking this work itself to ensure the health and safety of the New Zealand public is protected. The PGDB reviews all gas certificates and where issues are identified, appropriate action is taken. 

The report from the Office of the Auditor General also stated that the PGDB has made significant progress in the past two years in addressing any outstanding issues.” 
ends 
For more information, please contact: 
Kern U’ren 

Acting Registrar 

Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board 

04 495 2614 
Sorry all the clown positions in this circus are fill.
Our take on this circus

This would be funny if it wasn’t so serious. 

You have an employment issue which is being turned into a national safety issue and you have the credibility of the Board Chairperson being attacked. 

Who’s telling the truth?  The government has two choices here and that’s to continue on with their role as the Ring Master or to do what they were voted in to do and govern.
As an industry we are paying for this not only by funding the Board’s defence of the employment issue, but also in terms of the industry’s credibility being under attack.

The behaviour and issues we’re now seeing in the industry are far worse than has been seen before and show no signs of getting better. 

All those concerned should step down and let’s get people who can protect the public heath and safety and help the industry.

If the Government doesn’t want to do that then they should fund their own bloody circus.

















































Page 2 of 2

