November 2010 Consultation
Your submission details

To assist the Board to consider your submission, please complete the following:

Name:  

Organisation’s name (if a group submission):

Address:

Which of the following describes you? Place in bold as many categories as apply to you.

a. Working in the plumbing trade (practitioner).

b. Working in the gasfitting trade (practitioner).

c. Working in the drainlaying trade (practitioner).

d. Business selling products or services to plumbing, gasfitting or drainlaying trades.

e. Organisation with members in one or more of the plumbing, gasfitting or drainlaying trades.

f. Consumer only.

g. Training provider.

h. Exemption holder (for example a holder of an employer licence exemption).

i. Other trade practitioner (other than plumber, gasfitter or drainlayer).

j. None of the above (please specify).

Response to Questions 1-6

(a) to  (f)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

(g)
Should include rainwater harvesting as it relates to sanitary plumbing.
(h)  to  (l) All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

(k) should have the references to gasfitting and drainlaying removed in the competencies for plumbing

Response to Questions 7-12

(a) to  (f)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

(g)
Should include rainwater harvesting as it relates to Sanitary plumbing.

(h)  to  (l) All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

(k)
Should have the references to gasfitting and drainlaying removed in the competencies for plumbing.
Response to Questions 13-18

(a) to  (l)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

Response to Questions 19-24

(a) to  (l)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

(K) Should remove plumbing and drainlaying 
Response to Questions 25-30

(a) to  (l)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

Response to Questions 31-36

(a) to  (l)  All fine as long as they are used for the development of unit standards and not as an authority for other training 

Response to Questions 37-41

If the unit standards detailed after the establishment of the competencies are met then it should be allowed. If it is based on unit standards then the process is fair to all. The assessment of time to obtain the unit standards should also be a contributing factor for overseas qualified applications.

This process would be conducted prior to overseas applicants commencing travel to New Zealand.  They would then know what if any gaps are in their skills prior to arriving in NZ.

Overseas applicants do not have knowledge of the NZ regulations, codes and legislation – this can only be gained by working in the NZ environment, therefore they should be under supervision until the relevant unit standards are gained.
These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 42-45

Unit standards should be the bench mark and overseas applications should be independently assessed and compared by the New Zealand Qualification Authority. This will substantially reduced the Board’s involvement in this part of the process and will eliminate any allegations of discrimination or favouritism.  Board costs will be reduced substantially and the assessment process will be conducted by professionals trained in that activity.
These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 46-47

These will depend on the matching of existing qualifications with the unit standards developed from the competencies.  
These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 48
All recognition of comparable qualifications should be unit standards based. NZ licence holders should not be subsidising overseas applicants in any way shape or form.

These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 49 – 50

If unit standards are matched and the majority are met then yes a provisional licence should be issued with a given period of time for the other unit standards to be achieved. They should be under supervision until the unit standards are met. 

These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 51 - 53

If unit standards are matched then there would be no need for an assessment as the unit standards are based on New Zealand conditions, techniques and materials.  

These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 54 - 55

No.  The matching of unit standards should be the first step.  The deficiencies will automatically fall out of that process which will show what is needed. This should be done by NZQA. Interview to discuss deficiencies and a plan discussed to achieve the unit standards required.
All processes should be on a user pays basis and not subsidised by NZ licence holders.

These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 56
All assessments should be unit standards based.
This question is a term and condition of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 57 – 58

You can not make decisions on terms and conditions until the unit standard is identified and the method of assessment for that unit standard. 

These questions are terms and conditions of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 59

Unit standards required by the each trade should be used.

This question is a term and condition of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 60

All assessments at various stages should be unit standards based.  
The graduated examination i.e. at each stage of apprenticeship should enable apprentices to pass through without a giant hurdle at the end of their apprenticeship.  Access to the examination should be more frequent than currently to enable those who do not pass on the first attempt to try again in a relatively short time frame.  The end result is that national certificate will equate to registration.  This is revisiting systems that were in place many years ago and which worked relatively well.

 This question is a term and condition of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed.

Response to Questions 61 - 63

All assessments at various stages should be unit standards based.  

This question is a term and condition of obtaining registration and licensing so would be better answered once competencies and unit standards are developed. 

Response to Questions 64 – 65

This would depend on the criteria policy so this question can not be answered until more information is provided.

Are we talking mental, physical, learning disability or English as a second language.  They are all different and the reply would be different for each.  There will be some disabilities which would preclude success at the level of registration or certifying – this is a fact of life.  The bar should not be dropped so low as to be meaningless.
Response to Questions 66 – 75
The same criteria should be used for all classes and pass marks should not come into it.  This can not really be answered properly without more information on the qualification criteria for an alternative assessment.

Response to Questions 76 – 78

Producing a licence would be a good trade practice but should not be a term and condition of holding a licence.  There is no need for endorsements on the licence as having a licence is sufficient.  
The back stop is the PGDB’s own website which lists licence classes etc and the public can access that.  We do not support any type of infringement around failure to produce a licence as we believe this is counter productive.  There can be a multitude of reasons why a practitioner does not have their licence on them – for example they could have pulled on the wrong pair of trousers.  Failure to have a licence on your person does not mean that you are not competent.
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