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Until 31 March 2012.

?????????
Rich words
Maurice Williamson said this last week in a letter to a supporter:

“As you are aware, the predominant cost faced by the Board and ultimately trades people sit with the costs of the disciplinary function.  I understand the Board is considering what changes could be made to the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act to assist in reducing the costs around discipline.  However, I have always maintained, and continue to do so, that the only way the costs of disciplinary functions will come down is if fewer consumers make complaints to the Board about the services they receive from trade’s people.  I cannot see this happening until industry, as a whole, is willing to step up, be accountable, and take responsibility for the work they do”

You’ve got to love the hypocritical words “step up, be accountable, and take responsibility for the work they do”.  

We would have to reply “lead by example”
Anyway he went on to say:

“I would prefer it if industry drove the required culture change, however, evidence across the building and construction sector over the past few years suggests that practitioners are reluctant to stand behind the quality of their work.  Therefore, Government has been forced to introduce measures as part of the Building Act review to better ensure practitioners are held accountable to public for the work they do”

It seems to us that most of the complaints processed are against non registered persons with the Board quoting:

“From 1 April 2010 to 1 December 2010 the Board has completed 17 prosecutions in the District Court and there are a further 36 files with the Board’s independent prosecutor, totalling more than 50 for the current year to date.”
The Board claimed at the RRC hearing that they have conducted 23 discipline hearings but we haven’t been able to confirm this figure. It will be interesting to see what figures appear in this year’s annual report.
Is the issue with the plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying industry or is it with “Joe Public”?  Either way we are the ones paying.

Even if the industry lifts its game (and we dispute that OUR industry doesn’t back it’s work – most practitioners we know are hard working, highly skilled and treat each job with great integrity)and we end up with zero complaints then we are still the ones paying.  
The Minister needs to get real and get his funding for prosecuting members of the public from else where – perhaps a portion of the gas levy collected from consumers should be directed towards this?. 

We would argue that more tradespeople are disciplined for licensing and administrative issues than faulty workmanship.

This licensing period the Board will collect about $2,000,000.00 in discipline levies.  A cost to the industry which the Government and Board expect us to pass on to the consumer.
It’s about Spin

You’ll start to notice that the Board and Government will start to put a greater spin on the issues now.  As above they will start to lay the issues back on the industry. Now we admit there is work for the industry to do but not to the extent to which we are getting pushed by the regulators.
As their grip on the industry gets weaker they will attempt to lay more blame on the tradespeople, like last week where the Minister stated he wouldn’t meet with the Federation unless we played nicely with the Board.

What can we expect? Those involved in the demise of the industry in the last decade will try to exclude any new comers to the fray. They will continue with their self interest tactics and try to belittle the attempts of the new comers.
Those who believe they are in positions of power will attempt to gain a grip on the industry by trying to impose issues on us. They will try to make demands of the industry.

The Minister had already stated he expects us to work as the Board does.  We don’t feel the industry should do as the Board and Government does and lower it’s self to illegal tactics, backed by a closed environment of back room deals.
We should maintain our stance and morals. Perhaps those that have controlled the industry in the past should realise there are a large number of tradespeople out there with the moral fortitude to stand up, be counted and ensure we have accountability, openness and fairness.

For those that are new to the Federation
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation is dedicated to spreading the word to, and encouraging, conscientious practitioners to take action against wrongdoings at all levels of the Board and government and take control of a situation that is, in our opinion,  out-of-control. 

WHY?  Fees, outrageous spending, stepping outside of their governmental boundaries and the like, demonstrate that the Board is failing and has been for a number of years. 

We believe the “current” Board is not entirely responsible for the direction it’s taking but it’s certainly not doing much to change it, it’s the same old ideas and the same old rhetoric as implemented by previous administrations.

Look at it this way, you can't trust your personal computer for more than 4 years without experiencing difficulty in performance and compatibility; and you can't trust administrators and politicians to have a new perspective and stay uncorrupted by "inside deals" and promises made with self-interest in mind.  
Thank goodness we have elections every three years and how opportunist that it’s this year!!
This week saw yet another complaint to the Regulations Review Committee outlining the Federation’s dismay at the Committee’s decision to withdraw its motion regarding its recommendation to disallow regulations pertinent to the industry.
In essence the Committee withdrew the motion and submitted another one after consultation with the Board and others.  The second motion recommended the levy be disallowed effective 31 March 2012. This effectively wrote a cheque to the Board of between one and a half to two million dollars.   

WHY?  We don’t really know but we know it’s not for the good of the industry. 

At this stage the new motion is on the Parliament Orders List and will sit there for 21 sitting days. If it is not picked up on then on the 7-8 June 2011 it will automatically pass and the regulations will be disallowed.  The recommended date of 31 March 2011 will take effect and the legalised theft begins.

The disallowance of the regulations for CPD has no date imposed on them so on 7-8 June 2011 they will automatically be disallowed unless picked up on the orders list.
No Response
You would probably have noticed we haven’t received any response to questions asked in previous issues.  

We can only presume the Government, the Minister, the Department of Building and Housing and the Board don’t have the answers.

That’s quite frightening when the questions all relate to the way we are regulated.

Remember When?
Remember when we were a unified industry that had a sense of purpose, where everyone got on and did their job while all the time protecting the health and safety of the Public without having to be told to do it?

Remember when people enjoyed training apprentices and our training systems produced, in our opinion, the top Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers in the world?
A lot of the aging tradespeople in the industry will remember these times, but those who have joined the industry in recent times will think this is a fairytale.
I think it was Garfield who immortalised the term “It’s a beautiful day now watch some bastard come along and stuff it up” and how true that has been for the Plumbing Gasfitting and Drainlaying Industry.  The only difference is it’s not a day - it’s a decade.

The older people in the industry can’t believe the demise of the industry and the younger ones don’t really know any difference.  

The frightening thing is it appears the mess we are in is becoming the norm and those who regulate us have taken the same stance by doing what they want, when they want and how they want, with total disregard to the laws of the land and the industry. 

The Board need to remember one of its primary roles is to protect the health and safety of the public, not run our lives.

The industry doesn’t have to agree on opinions, positions, or the "issues" but we do need to keep the Board accountable; not wasteful, stagnant, and idle thinking. 
To prevail, we need to stick to our values and keep the pressure on a Board and government who seem to have lost the ability to help the industry and protect the future of the Industry whilst meeting their legislative responsibilities. 
Career Board Members
Do any of the PGD Board fall into the category of “Career Board People”?

These people are usually part of the problems instead of the solutions. 
They rarely vote in the interest of the majority of the industry, they display the occasional tokens of sincerity to stay visual to the industry for their own benefit, they go with the "popular" peer vote in order to look good, or not offend, or haven't been paying attention, or with the hope for an appointment to some greater position, or they vote the way "they" feel, based on "their" principals and values, not the industries. 
From a Couple of our Supporters
We are happy to print your views but please keep them printable and remember everyone these are views of supporters and at times may differ from those of the Federation.
Hi Fellow Plumbers, with relicensing about to happen, now is the time for the PGDF to show solidarity .If we don’t withdraw our financial support of the Board at this opportunity,  this whole exercise has been a complete and utter waste of time and money!

For us to lie down now and do what we have been protesting about.i.e.pay excessive fees, would be a show of weakness that would indicate to the Board that we are a "Tiger without teeth".

We would never be able to regain the lost ground.

The Board are waiting to see how firm our resolve is and will be delighted when we show none!
-----------
I don't want to say “I told you so " and I hope I'm wrong but the easiest way for the politicians, is to do exactly as they did to the IHC night workers who were underpaid. Their union won their court case which would have meant a $300m payback so Bill English had the rules changed and backdated so nothing would be paid out.
In our case, the Auditor General's Office and the Regulation Revenue Committee's findings will be ignored and the govt will backdate the PGDBd's recommendations.
SOLUTION: Pay the PGDB $20 license fee for the cost of printing our license and see them in court!
-------------
Once again we would remind practitioners that full licence fees (including the disciplinary levy) are due on 1 April 2011 – to not pay them and keep practising in our trades is to break the law.  Two wrongs don’t make a right, and we cannot criticise those who break the law and then do it ourselves.  
We encourage all Federation members to pay their correct fees and at the same time write to the PGDB and the Minister and express your concern regarding the RRC decision to have the disallowance around the disciplinary levy not kick into action until 31 March 2012.  

Join the Federation

Get on the contact list by contacting Wal Gordon (04) 527 7977, wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz 

or   
PGD Federation


3 Jupiter Grove

Trentham

Upper Hutt 5019

The Extended Final Words

Even in adversity in Christchurch one of our supporters sent this to us this:

When the going gets tough, the tough get going. "That’s the Canterbury Spirit"

We have a huge challenge ahead of us. Many people are traumatised and totally freaked out by the continuous aftershocks. There are many couples like us whose house is munted and will have to be re built eventually. My workshop (tilt slab 19m x 9m) is totalled as well. We are working from home now. Many of the roads on the Eastside are like riverbeds, they are pumping raw sewage into the Avon and  Heathcoate rivers, stormdrains, the estuary and the sea. The inner city only has 16 buildings that are OK, apparently.

Yet there are many good things going on as well. Kiwi’s generosity, the help we have received from around the world and NZ. The community spirit is amazing. I have found people are patient even though they may have been out of water for weeks. Most people are happy to pay within 7 days and are stoked to see us. It is really rewarding plumbing at the moment as the people are so appreciative to see us and have their water hooked up again.

I wrote this poem in OCT 2003. It seems to sum up why Plumbers are appreciated at the moment.

Hats off to Plumbers

Have you ever thought

how water gets to a tap?

Or where it goes

after you have sat?

These things

we seem to take for granted

Yet, we use them everyday

to our advantage.

Imagine a life without water

or back to the days of pit latrines

Our health would surely suffer

and how would we keep clean?

Let’s give a thought to Plumbers

whose skills bring us water

Imagine a life without them?

Neither, should we ought ta.

Cheers.  Keep up your good work and thanks for thinking about us.

Page 3 of 4

