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Friday the 13th (Black Friday)

Today is “Black Friday” but yesterday was an even blacker day for New Zealand where the Government bowed to pressure from a Business orientated Industry Group, backed by suppliers, and voted to break the law. 

The Government voted against the last bastion, the Regulations Review Committee, whose role it is to ensure on behalf of Parliament that the Executive exercises its delegated law-making power responsibly. 
Doug Kid was twice chairman of the Regulations Review Committee and Speaker of the House, has stated this in the past: 

“that the work of the Committee shows the ongoing tendency of all governments to stray from the paths of constitutional righteousness seduced by the sirens of power, efficiency and convenience.  We are here to educate, guide, persuade, correct, chastise and reform Government – a congenital sinner. Above all we are here to protect and promote the rule of law”. 

Protect and promote the law - the Government yesterday voted against democracy, the Office of the Auditor General recommendations and recommendations of the Regulations Review Committee.
What faith can the public now have in these organisations when the government can vote against their recommendations in the name of money?

Maurice Williamson stated Master Plumbers and suppliers were geared up and had invested in programmes for Continued Professional Development and the Board would have effectively been insolvent had the disallowance gone ahead. So what does the Government do, they vote to save the Board and the Master Plumbers Inc who have already been insolvent once before.
One of the complainants, Wal Gordon said;

“The public should be worried about yesterday’s decision.  When the complaints were laid it was as per the democratic processes and procedures and was open to the public for scrutiny. 
Since the Regulations Review Committee made its decision the process had been over run by political and business pressure and none of their submissions have been made public.

Mr Williamson quoted the numbers Master Plumbers claims to represent but seems to forget that just because you work for someone doesn’t mean you support their beliefs.

Master Plumbers Inc was once held in high regard but the branding can now be associated with back room politics”
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Just to elaborate, the Government turned on the industry yesterday and voted against the motions for disallowance of the Discipline Levy and Continued Professional Development. 
What does this mean?  Well simply it means, at this stage, we go back to the requirement of getting CPD points so we can licence in 2012. 
In addition we continue to pay the discipline levy at its current rate, and the PGDB continue to charge us for something that the Act doesn’t allow for, and jump through hoops that were never consulted properly on.  Interestingly the Minister never said what the PGDB did was right, just that his Output Agreement would deal with it.
So rest in pieces countdown clock you have been a faithful servant of the industry.
Speaking of Servants of the Industry
We shouldn’t really say “servants of the industry” because they are supposed to be leading it, but it gives us a bit of flow in the article - anyway we wonder how the Board feels now that their so called “independent status” as a Board has gone.
It was quite evident by Mr Williamson’s speech to Parliament that big business rules over the law of the land and that if you form a group, have only business owners as your members, and claim to speak for the industry then you are right and can use government Ministers and Boards as your puppets to assist you to line your pockets.
We always knew that having the Board stacked with Master Plumber members allowed decisions to favour the Master Plumbers line of thought.  Perhaps some industry members were right when they said we didn’t need a Board.  
Perhaps we should feel sorry for the Board as their backsides must be sore having Master Plumbers hand so far up them controlling their movements.
Master Plumbers and suppliers should be congratulated in that they have just put on the greatest ventriloquist show New Zealand has ever seen. They threw their voice from their office to the mouth of Maurice Williamson.  

We didn’t even see his puppet strings but we could see he had the IQ of a tree.   Don’t forget, this decision was made in the interest of money not the industry.  The discipline levy is worth a cool $2 million a year and the cost of training to the industry is around $28 million a year.

Perhaps this is a push by Master Plumbers to have small business close down so its business owners can increase the size of their businesses, or maybe their members companies are stacked with exemption holders who don’t have to earn “points” to get a licence.   Who knows how?

We have to be fair as not all Master Plumbers members support the actions their hierarchy has taken but that’s up to them as members to address that situation.   

When the real Mr Williamson returns, and replaces the puppet version, he may want to speak with members of the industry.  He may even want to speak with the Federation as at last count its numbers were rapidly approaching those of Master Plumbers after only 8 months and has a spread of apprentices, licensed and certifying practitioners.  Some of them even have employees too!!!
The big numbers game!  What a sorry state of affairs for the Board to work with - seven hundred business owners on one side making the decisions and pulling the strings and the remainder of the industry wanting a fair deal. 

Oh and don’t forget the Minister doing as he’s told by big business.  We wonder if National will get any donations for their actions today or perhaps Master Plumber will install toilets in the new BMW fleet. 

The Board has been up front about its actions -  it fronted at the RRC hearing and said its piece, where Master Plumbers hierarchy snuck in the side door of Parliament, not even telling its members, made its deals and left.  Even Chris Hipkins said they never made a submission as they had a right to do.
Anyway we do feel for the Board as we got the impression the industry was on the move but today it took a giant leap backwards in the interest of the Master Plumbers and suppliers agenda.

You can sit back now and wait for the spin that it’s all about up skilling and in the interests of the industry. 

From the Federations point of view it’s now very good that we know who’s running the show and what tactics will be employed to get what they want.  The pecking order has been established.
We had a bit of a laugh when Mr Williamson mentioned his output agreements.  These are the agreements where he has no power to enforce them so he’s made the decision to join them.  Imagine this conversation;
Mr Williamson:
“Hazel I know the Office of the Auditor General has recommended that the Board conduct itself in a legal manner in everything it does”

Hazel
“Yes Minister” 

Mr Williamson
“And you know we have that in your output agreement”

Hazel
“Yes Minister”

Mr Williamson
“So what I’ll do is take one for the team here.  I’ll get the Government to vote against the motion to disallow.  We can do what we want at the direction of big business and you’ll still look like your independent” 

Hazel
“Yes Minister”

We could talk about this all day but probably one of the big things to remember is that if things go wrong with CPD and you end up paying excessive discipline levies and licensing fees then you can sit back and blame Master Plumbers. The onus is now on them to perform. 

And remember this, the two Federation members who took these issues to the RRC were said by the committee to be “justified and right”.  That means the activities were illegal and are now backed by Master Plumbers.  So much for standards in the industry!

For all those Federation Members out there walk around with your head held high as you are supporting an organisation that is pushing for fairness in the industry and that has proved to be legally right.  

For the others bow your heads down in shame and be careful not to trip over.

Regulations Review Committee
The Federations thoughts are with the members of the RRC as it can’t be easy to have your own colleagues turn against you because of outside influence and money.

To do the right thing, abide by the law, and lead by example with regard to morals and then to get dumped on by the government is not an easy thing so we feel you can also walk around with your heads held far higher than any of the Members of Parliament who voted against the disallowance. They probably made history today by being the most politicians, in one go, to condone breaking their own laws.
So what now?
As far as the Federation is concerned we continue on as we have the Meeting on the 24 May 2011 to discuss CPD.
Obviously the actions of Master Plumbers has set the industry back a bit and what was a resolved issue, with go forward, has become an historical issue which will need to be dealt with. This leads us on to the Historical Complaints Resolution Process.  
The historical complaints resolution process provides a framework for addressing the historical concerns of trades people who consider that they have been wrongfully disadvantaged by an action, order or decision made by the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board (the Board) under the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 1976 (the 1976 Act). 

This is an interim process, and persons who wish to make a complaint under the process have six months in which to do so. The process becomes operable on 2 May 2011, and all complaints need to be received by the Board no later than 2 November 2011.

Complaints that fall within the scope of the policy will be considered by an independent person (called the ‘External Assessor’) appointed by the Board. The External Assessor will be a member of the legal profession with no previous involvement with the Board. 
The External Assessor’s role is to assess the complaint and determine whether a person has been wrongfully disadvantaged by an action, order or decision of the Board under the 1976 Act, and to provide recommendations to the final decision-maker (if appropriate). 

The final decision-maker in relation to complaints under this process will be either the Board and/or the Registrar, depending on who has statutory authority under current legislation to make that decision.

Complaints under this process must be made in writing, and you can submit your complaint by post, email or fax to:

Complaints Resolution Officer
Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board
PO Box 10655
Wellington 6143

Email: complaints@pgdb.co.nz 
Fax: +64 4 494 2975

Further information about the historical complaint resolution process can be found here and a copy of the Board’s Historical Complaints Resolution policy can be downloaded here.

If you have any queries about the process, please call the Board on freephone 0800 743 262 and ask to speak with the Complaints Resolution Officer.
It’s about Competence
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Perhaps a continued professional development course should be implemented by Parliamentary Services to ensure all Members of Parliament are capable of driving a vehicle.

Remember if we do something wrong it’s illegal, we are incompetent and get punished - we aren’t allowed to make mistakes but no doubt if it was a Member of Parliament it would be an “accident”.
Mistakes and accidents only happen to certain groups of people.

How big was the National Party Back Flip!

Here are some comments from Nationals Simon Power in 2006:
“Whilst the plumbers, gasfitters, and drainlayers of New Zealand have no difficulty whatsoever with up skilling and keeping themselves ahead of trends, and with being on top of their game, as it were, they are deeply concerned about the nature of the competency-based licensing system, the relevancy of the courses that are being offered—“
“No, I tell Mr Duynhoven that the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Board controls it, actually, not the plumbers themselves. The board is not an industry-based organisation, and it is a serious misfortune of this bill. The trade’s people on the ground are telling me that the courses have to be relevant”.
“These are not matters that busy trades people should be wasting their time having to undertake in order to satisfy yet another regulatory body that is interested only in its "own survival" and not the welfare of its members”.

“If a member of a profession or a trade establishes himself or herself as competent in a particular area, there is no good reason why he or she should be put through those sorts of hoops”
“It is a problem, when it becomes clear that the new legislation is actually creating more problems than it is worth”. 
With regard to leaking buildings

“These people were not involved in that, so stop treating them as if they were. Let them get on with the business of running their own trades properly and constructively. I have to say that the Government has badly misjudged this legislation, and will get it badly wrong when the
plumbers and trades people front to the select committee—presumably the Government has stitched the numbers—and it is a major problem as far as they are concerned”

 “They feel completely disempowered by the process, and
were completely ignored as this legislation was drafted.
So National will not be voting for this legislation to proceed”. 
“We reserve the right to watch very carefully how this Government, and 180 pages of regulation, gets its fingers into the business of good, hard-working New Zealanders who just want to get on with the business of practising their trade”
From one of our readers this week

Reading Ms Gavrial comments, it needs to be clearly underlined to Ms Gavriel, her statements that the Master Plumbers are part of the solution are total rubbish. They would have done nothing in the industry if the Federation had not taken the initiative to make change. 
The Federation was formed after the industry waited 100 years for the Master Plumbers to stand up for the industry, and confront the government on their faulty in need of up skilling flawed legislation.
The Master Plumbers have jollied along with the Board for years and done nothing for their members or the industry - except cosy up to the government and Board for their own positional interests, and job retention.
 The Federation has achieved more for the average New Zealand Plumber in seven short months than the Master Plumbers have attempted to do in 100 years. 
If the Master Plumbers are part of the solution, and it takes 100 years for them to try and take some credit for the initiative taken by the Federation, all I can say is thank god the Federation came along when it did.
Join the Federation

Get on the contact list by contacting Wal Gordon 
Email:  

wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz
Telephone:  
(04) 527 7977,  
Post:

PGD Federation



3 Jupiter Grove

Trentham

Upper Hutt 5019

The Final Word

Money, position and title are nice to have but you can lose them any time.

Morals, standards and self pride are yours for life, if you choose.
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