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Paul Gee

Most of you will have heard about the Paul Gee case in Nelson, the explosion and charges laid by the Board but probably didn’t realise the Federation has been helping him out behind the scenes giving his support and representation.

This week Paul was cleared of 42 out of the 44 particulars of offence filed by the Board. TV One last night aired the Gee Family story on Close Up so we have included a link to it just in case you missed it. Its worth watching because it could happen to any one of you at any time.

In a lot of ways Paul has done the industry a favour by bringing a lot of issues to the surface that affect us all.

Well done Paul and the members of the Federation who have helped and supported him where the other industry group he is a member of showed their true colours when the chips were down and slammed the door in his face. 

Last night after the “Close-up” Wal was inundated with txt messages, emails and telephone calls which kept him busy until nearly midnight.  This morning he reported that one of the messages of support was very touching and shows there are concerned members of the public out there.  This is the email he received:

"hi wal,

i just realised i've probably just sent an email to someone else at "no cowboys" asking the same question. the websites a bit confusing. anyway are you the bloke i have just seen being interviewed by mark sainsbury ? if so i'd like to flick paul gee 50 bucks just to help him out. how do i go about getting the money to him? i'd be happy if he spent it on his family or doing something with his family, it doesn't matter really.
Look at that – a total stranger who feels for Paul and Emma’s plight. Wal informs us there were offers from customers in Nelson who are prepared to appear in court to support Paul and offers of expert opinion evidence in court to help with Pauls appeal.

This is in stark contrast to the Deputy Registrars comments to the Nelson Mail
“Mr U'ren was unapologetic for the charges that Mr Gee had faced, and the impact it had had on his life. "It's a due process that has to be followed just like any other tribunal or court of law. That's what it takes." 

The victim of the explosion and the owner of the property to which Paul has been charged have both given their support to Paul. Here’s the link to Close Up.
http://tvnz.co.nz/close-up/thursday-july-14-4305159/video?vid=4305665
We’ve included two articles written by Karen Gooder from the Nelson Mail at the end of this issue. 
Common Denominators

It’s been a real busy week for Federation members and a lot of questions are being asked about common denominators and hidden agendas.  Inquires are continuing but here’s some food for thought:
The Board has been replaced a number of times, the CEO has been replaced but yet the problems continue and the attitude displayed by the deputy registrar earlier still exists. Should we be looking deeper into the organisation to find where the operational problems are originating.  We all know the Board operates on the advise of the Board staff so where is the problem?

When we started the Federation we wanted to achieve our aim without getting into open conflict or being “confrontational” as the DBH described us but as you start digging and the hidden agendas are identified you start to get a different perspective.  This little snippet we found shows a certain agenda.  

Plumbing Gasfitting & Drainlaying CPD Limited

Company number: 
1937022

Incorporated: 
    
18 June 2007

 Director: 
    
Fiona Ann GAVRIEL
Total Shares:   
    
100

Extensive Shareholding:   
100 Master Plumbers Gasfitters & Drainlayers NZ Inc 

We are fairly confident the CPD doesn’t stand for Candy Powdered Donuts but the name of the company seems to indicate a certain direction. You be the judge.

Federation Numbers
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Question of the week from a supporter
If Master Plumbers represents 60% of the industry and the industry is about 10,000 strong how can the Federation ever surpass their numbers?
Reply from the editor:   Master Plumbers, Gasfitters & Drainlayers NZ was established in 1901 to support and promote excellence within the industry and for years they have claimed to be the voice of the industry that represents over 60% of the plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying industry.
Master Plumbers is a trade organisation which has about 760 members.  Maurice Williams’ stated in parliament that they represent 3,600 employees. Well do they? Do the employers speak for their employees?

This may well have been the case in the early years but in this day of freedom of speech and free thinking that claim can no longer be made.  Not every employee has the same beliefs as their employer.

Master Plumbers have provided a valuable service to the industry and still do for their members but times have changed.  This isn’t a competition about numbers it’s about doing what’s best for the industry. 
However in saying that the Minister in his wisdom seems to believe that Master Plumbers represents 60% of the industry with its 760 members accumulated over 110 years. Their membership is about 7.6% of the industry.

The Federation doesn’t claim to represent anyone but its supporters. Our 7.25% share of the industry, that’s 725 supporters, accumulated over 9 months are hopefully getting the voice they want in these changing times.
Who has the greatest numbers doesn’t really concern the Federation but what is of concern is the 85% of the industry that are sitting back waiting for something to happen. 

Both organisations and their members and supporters are taking the time to voice their opinions and need to encourage others to do the same.  The Federation is still of the belief everyone is still heading in the same direction but in different ways and at different speeds.
Coming to agreement on common ground would be far better that continuing on with this pissing competition. 
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Waiting for Accountability

There are varying levels of accountability and we’re all accountable to someone, somewhere for something.  It’s how we respond to those accountabilities that is our measure.
We get the impression from the Board that they believe there aren’t accountable to anyone and legislatively they aren’t.  Yes they have an output agreement with the Minister of Building and Housing but that isn’t enforceable. He can only fire them.

Even the Minister has the same agreement with the Prime Minster - he can only be fired and the Prime Minister has the same agreement with the people of New Zealand.  If he doesn’t perform he gets the sack at election time. 

So we are all accountable but it’s just a matter of when and how.  About 18 months ago the Board got its first glimpse at the Office of the Auditor Generals report.  This was months before the rest of us got to see it and enabled the Board to start claiming they were auctioning some of the recommendations.  

So has there been any accountability?  The Social Services Committee in parliament was to keep an eye on the Boards activities regarding the OAG report but guess what- they felt they “needed more time”. 
Time wouldn’t be an issue if the Board listened to the industry and we mean all the industry not just a selected few who will tell them what they want to hear – and yes we are being adversarial because the pussy footing around method hasn’t worked on the thick skinned bureaucrats.
In the last couple of weeks we have started to seek answers about accountability so questions have been asked of the Office of the Auditor General, the Ombudsmen’s Office, the Charities Commission, and the Inland Revenue Department. 

We have also sent our concerns to the Social Services Committee and have nearly finished the petition documents to seek a Royal Commission of Inquiry.

In addition a few have submitted complaints under the historical complaints system and under the new General Complaints system.  

We have commenced the drafting of our next Regulations Review Committee complaint as the Board still doesn’t have it right so now we wait for new Gazette notices and then it’s all go again.

Accountability extends to all actions of the Board including the section 53 audits they are conducting. 
We still have a lot of accountability questions like who  polices the police (being the board), who audits the auditors and using tradespeople to do the audits how long before we get mortal enemies auditing each other.

 Where’s all your money gone?
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Gasfitter cleared of blame over blast
KAREN GOODGER 

Last updated 13:00 12/07/2011

A Takaka gasfitter has been cleared of industry charges relating to a near-fatal explosion at Nelson's Milton Street Fish and Chip shop, but the fallout continues. 

Paul Gee has had to leave his family to obtain work outside the region as a result of the charges against him, and the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation is now calling for a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the industry's governing body. 

The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board yesterday cleared Mr Gee on 42 of the 44 particulars in the two charges brought against him for his work at seven properties in Nelson, Marlborough and Westport between May 2003 and June 2006. 

The charges stemmed from an investigation into the Milton St explosion, but the board found that his work at this site was not contrary to regulations. Mr Gee did not respond to calls from the Nelson Mail today but issued a statement saying the victory was bittersweet. 

"I am happy that 42 of the 44 particulars of offence were not established, but I'm shattered it has cost me over two years of my life, my business, my reputation and now my chosen place of residence," he said. 

"I have had to leave the Nelson area to get work to support my family. Being separated from my family is devastating for us all, but in particular my two young boys." 

His advocate, North Island plumbing businessman and federation spokesman Wal Gordon, said Mr Gee had been working in New Plymouth for about two months. 

"What Mr Gee and his family have endured is a sad indictment on the process imposed on the industry by the Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying Board," he said. "It displays an attitude of conquest by intimidation and force." 

Although three people on the board vacated their positions yesterday, nothing would change with their replacements, he said. 

The federation, representing 722 people, had started a petition for a Royal Commission of Inquiry, he said. "It's off the back of everything the board's been doing. This [judgement] is just another cog in the wheel." 

Mr Gordon said they were still seeking legal advice on whether to appeal the two particulars that Mr Gee was found guilty of. These related to his work at 6 Malvern Ave, Atawhai. 

Penalties are yet to be decided. 

The board did not respond to a request for comment before the Nelson Mail went to print today but said it would be releasing a statement this afternoon. 

MILTON ST GAS EXPLOSION TIME LINE 

April 2009 - An explosion at the Milton St Fish and Chip shop causes widespread damage and severely injures owner Ron Clark. 

October 2009 - The shop reopens. It has since been bought by new owners. 

February 2010 - The Department of Labour issues a Hazard Alert, saying the explosion was caused by a lack of appliance but that anomalies in the gasfitting certification could have alerted the owners to substandard workmanship. 

November 2010 - Industry charges are laid against Takaka gasfitter Paul Gee. 

May 2011 - The charges against Mr Gee are heard in Nelson. 

July 2011 - The board finds Mr Gee not guilty on 42 of the 44 particulars in the charges against him. 

Blast victim seeks damages

KAREN GOODGER 

Last updated 13:00 13/07/2011

A Nelson man severely burned in a gas explosion "feels sorry" for a Takaka gasfitter charged over the blast and is planning to seek "substantial" compensation. 

Ron Clark suffered burns to his face, legs and arms in the 2009 Milton Street Fish and Chip Cafe explosion. 

Gasfitter Paul Gee has been found not guilty of allegations relating to the explosion but the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board did find him guilty of "professional shortcomings and unacceptable conduct" relating to work on a house in Malvern Ave, Atawhai. 

"I never thought the guy was guilty," Mr Clark said. "This was an institutional problem." 

It was "rude" the board "went after the guy at the street level", he said. "I felt really sorry for Gee. He was definitely the scapegoat." 

Mr Clark reopened his takeaway business six months after the explosion and then sold it. Insurance only paid for part of the rebuild, he said. "By the time we finished building the shop our debt per income ratio was too close. We just had to get out." 

The whole ordeal had left them $200,000 out of pocket and they'd been living on a boat for the last year waiting for a conclusion to Mr Gee's case. 

Mr Clark will be seeking legal advice about where to direct his compensation claim in light of the board's decision. 

"I just feel the whole thing was caused by someone else and we were just the victim." 

Board deputy registrar Kern U'ren said the not guilty finding didn't preclude civil action being taken against Mr Gee. "It doesn't mean there isn't a case to be considered in a Civil Court. A Civil Court has a wider jurisdiction. 

"No doubt the board going forward will have a review of its process and whether or not the appropriate investigation was undertaken and all that sort of stuff but that's not part of this particular matter." 

A statement issued by the board yesterday said Mr Gee incorrectly installed a gas water heater by not allowing sufficient clearance between it and an openable window in the Malvern Ave house. 

"Mr Gee is not a mere plumber as he referred to himself, but an experienced gasfitter. For a practitioner of Mr Gee's status, these applied professional shortcomings are seen as being very serious and his conduct unacceptable." 

Mr Gee, a former Allgas employee, claimed the certification documents for the work at Milton St had been forged but the board didn't accept this. 

It found additional gasfitting work had been carried out at the store which, together with the intervening explosion, may have considerably altered the original installation. "For this reason, the board finds Mr Gee did not carry out gasfitting work contrary to regulation." 

Mr Gee has been working in New Plymouth for the last couple of months, having been unable to get work locally as a result of the charges. This has caused him to be separated from his wife and two children, and he said the case has devastated his family. 

"It really needs a public inquiry. I tried to warn about something for two to three years before the explosion and I was totally ignored." 

Mr Gee plans to appeal the decision, in the hope it will see a truly independent body hear his case. "I'll represent myself if I have to." 

Mr U'ren was unapologetic for the charges that Mr Gee had faced, and the impact it had had on his life. "It's a due process that has to be followed just like any other tribunal or court of law. That's what it takes." 

The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation is petitioning for a royal commission of inquiry into the board. 

Mr U'ren said three members of the board, including its chairwoman and deputy chair, were replaced by the Government this week after coming to the end of their three-year term. 

Building and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson yesterday refused to discuss the issue with the Nelson Mail. 

Nelson MP Nick Smith, having previously accused the board of making Mr Gee a scapegoat, said he didn't think an inquiry was needed. 

"The Government is very focused on trying to tidy the show up. I'm prepared to give the new board a fair go." 

Dr Smith said he hoped Mr Gee could return to the region and his business. "He needs to consult with lawyers as to whether there's anything available for him seeking redress." 

The board is yet to consider what penalties Mr Gee should face. He could be censored, fined, suspended or deregistered. 

Have a laugh
The Politicians filed back into the house after a weeks recess. They were very excited as their recess assignment from the Speaker was to hone up on their campaign skills.  Their assignment was to sell something to the public, then give a talk on campaign skills.

The Greens started "We sold carbon credits and we made $3.00," they said proudly, "Our approach was to appeal to the public’s global spirit and we credit that approach for our obvious success."
"Very good," said the Speaker.

Act was next:  "We sold equality to all," they said, "we made $4.50 and we explained to everyone that equality was not out of reach of the average New Zealander.

"Very good" said the Speaker.

Eventually, it was National’s turn.  
The Minister of Building and Housing walked to the front of the house and dumped a box full of cash on the Speakers desk. "$4,000,000 dollars" he said.  "$4,000,000 dollars!" cried the speaker, "What in the world were you selling to the public?"

"Toothbrushes," said the Minister.  "Toothbrushes!" echoed the Speaker, "How could you possibly sell enough tooth brushes to make that much money?"

"We visited every Plumber Gasfitter and Drainlayer in the country," said the Minister, "We gave them each a free sample of Dip & Chip."

They all said the same thing, "Hey, this tastes like political dog shit!"  Then we would say, "It is political dog shit. Wanna buy a toothbrush?"  "We used the government approach of giving you something shitty for free, and then making you pay to get the taste out of your mouth."
Join the Federation

Get on the contact list by contacting Wal Gordon 
Email:  

wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz
Telephone:  
(04) 527 7977,  
Post:

PGD Federation



3 Jupiter Grove

Trentham

Upper Hutt 5019

The Final Word

To sin by silence when we should protest makes cowards out of men[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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