Background

Plumbers, gasfitters and drainlayers are the front line soldiers protecting  the health and safety of communities throughout New Zealand dealing with burst pipes, blocked drains, gas heating and cooking, household water, and removal of human waste,  to name a few.  Things we all take for granted.  Theses trades are the un-thanked front line professionals looking after and protecting the health and safety of ordinary New Zealanders. 

There day and night to help you, to protect you and to make your life more comfortable - they now need YOUR help to make the government and the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board accountable for their actions which are adversely affecting the industry. 

The government appointed PGD Board’s governance is in dire need of reform in all aspects of their regulation over the industry. They are destroying people’s lives and seem to believe bureaucracy protects the public. The industry has been through more turmoil than any self funded, regulated industry should have to endure.  Tradespeople are living in fear and a lot are being driven to total despair. Productivity is down, jobs are being lost and apprenticeship training is wanting. 

The industry has endured Boards being fired, investigations into operational relationships between the Board and others, Office of the Auditor General investigations and Regulations Review Committee investigations  - all of which found fault with the Board, its polices, procedures  and its lack of understanding of the legislative environment in which it operates.   

Tradespeople are being persecuted in the name of bureaucracy. The industry has been told for years that things will change but it will take time. The industry doesn’t have time and if the issues aren’t addressed properly and legally the communities in New Zealand will suffer financially and health wise in the future.
Issues we want investigated are but are not limited to:
1. The 2010 implementation of the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 and the suitability of Competencies. 

2. The suitability and fairness of Discipline and investigative procedures.

3. The appointment and process of appointment of Board Members.

4. Membership of other industry related boards and conflicts of interest.

5. Process of appointment of the Chairperson.

6. The Entity of the Board. Why is it a Registered Charity?

7. The polices and procedures pertaining to governance by the Board

8. Functions and Staffing of the Board 

9. Board Expenditure

10. Legality of the Boards Actions.

11. Funding of the Board by the industry.

12. Funding of investigations into non registered persons by the industry.

13. Accountability of the Board.

14. Functionality and accountability of the Plumbing Gasfitting Drainlaying and Roofing Industry Training Organisation

We are seeking a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Regulation and Governance of the Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying Industry. Only the Government can establish a Royal Commission of Inquiry so we must get the House of Representatives to urge them to do so.  
To the House of Representatives

The petition of  Wal Gordon on behalf of the Plumbers Gasfitters and Drainlayers Federation NZ Inc

3 Jupiter Grove, Trentham, Upper Hutt 5018 
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and ______ INSERT NUMBER)_______________ others

Respectfully requests:

That the House urge the Government to establish a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Regulation and Governance of the Plumbing Gasfitting and Drainlaying Industry.
To the House of Representatives

We the undersigned request;
That the House urge the Government to establish a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Regulation and Governance of the Plumbing Gasfitting and Drainlaying Industry.
	Name

(Please write clearly)
	Signature

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


