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In this issue

READY TO CONTINUE (PAGE 1)

We are back and we are serious!
TO GET US STARTED THIS YEAR (PAGE 1)

Outlining our starting issues
IT WOULD BE A JOKE IF IT 

WASN’T SO SERIOUS (PAGE 2)

Is gas certification appropriate?
Ready to Continue!
We are back and even more serious about the actions needed than ever.  Fairness and equality in Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying regulations and legislation imposed on us is our goal.

We have a lot of unfinished business from last year so we are “in to it” with a vengeance.  This year will be the year of the Federation as we lift ourselves to new heights in order to achieve our objectives.  2011 was a huge learning curve for us and this year we will implement changes to make the Federation more effective.
Some have said we have been used gutter tactics to get our point across, that we have been engaged in personal attacks and that we are out right aggressive - well we make no apologies for that.  What the Federation seeks is easy to achieve if all people are up front and honest. 

Whilst making changes to the organisation we will keep up the pressure on all fronts.  We will need your help so more to follow on what you can do.
Welcome to new members
Welcome to the new members who took the time to join the Federation over the holidays.   Just a reminder to everyone that if you have any issues don't be afraid to send them to us and we will see what we can do to help or to bring the issue to light for everyone to review and comment. 
The new members who joined over the holidays take our numbers to 823 registered tradespeople, 16 businesses and 33 interested parties.  Well done everyone - keep up the effort with recruiting and keep that information coming.

Questions to the Editor
Question:  Why is the Board continuing on with a Routhern/Singleton Board idea, are they building a memorial to bygone people?

Response:  The Board’s actions would indicate they are trying to build a memorial, but we believe it’s more a case of each Board that has been appointed has picked up the ball and run with it not really knowing the rules.  

The perception is each Board is adding to the mistakes of the past so it doesn’t look like the last ten years has been wasted.  We keep getting new blood on the Board but no new ideas. 

------------------------
Question:  Has Maurice Williamson mislead New Zealanders by telling Parliament that a full fees review would be conducted?
Response: In our opinion he has.  His output agreement with the Board does not reflect a full fees review but simply states “conduct a review of, and reset, the disciplinary levy”.  This is different to what he stated in the debate.
We believe when the Board is challenged about their actions they will state they have done what the Minister asked and when the Minister is asked he will talk some dribble and nothing will happen – he’s full of it! 
To get us started this year?
The Federation has a lot to do and will be calling on you to help.
	What
	Why

	Recruit more members
	We want to get a broader opinion of what the industry wants and numbers count.



	Submit the petition to parliament
	This needs to happen to show we will go to all lengths to get the industry to progress. So far investigations have only helped the Board.



	Challenge the Fees
	As an industry we believe we are paying too much for the Governance of the industry and for the gaining of qualifications

	Challenge CPD
	Statements prior to Christmas indicate a pre-determined system. We believe the Board’s direction, backed by training providers, is a survival decision rather than what is appropriate.


	ITO performance
	This has been appalling and needs to be addressed immediately to retain apprentice numbers and to be able to afford new apprentices. We may need to look at alternatives.



	Governance
	Do we need a Board in its current structure?  The last 18 months has shown the industry can achieve the requirements of the Act without a functioning Board.  Is it time for change?
 

	Implementation of the 2006 Act
	This still hasn’t been completed and the industry is still on “transitional arrangements”.  These transitional arrangements need to go.



	2006 Act review.
	The Act is up for review so we will need to contribute for our own protection or we will be railroaded again.



	Conflicts of interest
	We believe most of the prime Board’s involved with the industry are failing and cross pollination is causing problems. Common denominators need to be looked at.
Are conflicts of interest being managed appropriately?  Should members of training organisations be on the Board’s influencing their decisions?
 

	Historical complaints
	Issues of the past need to be addressed for closure. 



	Government 
	Government and Government departments seem to be at a loss as to what to do so are sitting back “monitoring”. They need to be held accountable and forced to perform their functions. 



	Public awareness
	The public need to know what is happening and why the governance of the industry is putting us in disarray.  We may need to take high profile action.


	Gas certification
	This needs to be addressed for the industry’s protection. 



	Discipline issues
	We don’t believe the systems are appropriate or fair.



	
	


There is no doubt the governance of the industry has gotten worse in the last 12 months and there is no indication of improvement so the above are our starting issues. 

It would be joke if it wasn’t so serious          
Test and certificate date 1905.  More on this next week! 
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Phimbars GASFITTING CERTIFICATION CERTIFICATE Level 0, 70 The Terrace
d (Pursuant to the Gas Act 1992 and the Gas Reguiations 1993 and amendments) PO Box 10655, Wellington
Gasfitters and ENERGY WORK CERTIFICATE

- (Pursuant o the Buiding Act 2004)
Drainlayers Board This certificate is not transferable wwwpoR con

Tel 04 494 2070, Fax 04 494 2075

Consumer: None Specified Certificate Number: 352032 Test Results: 1 min Duration

Installation Address: 18 OXFORD ST Gas Supplier: NGC 0.00kPa test pressure
GsM Category: Domestic 0.00kPa Loss / Gain
GISBORNE Type (Regulation 24(1)): REPL 0.00kPa Working pressure

Vehicle Registration: Gas Type: NG
Vessel Registration: 02 May 1905

Certification Date: 02 May 1905

DESCRIPTION OF GASFITTING TO WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE APPLIES 1 certify that:
1 HTR LNG RIN SLIM EXIST BR CHIM FLUE COMPLIES

Certifier
Registration No: 12234
Name: ‘Warwick, Christopher

Registered Gasfitter / Supervised by certifier  Certificate Owner
Registration No: 12234 Registration No: 12234
Name: Warwick, Christopher Name: Warwick, Christopher

Company: WARWICK C
Registration No:

Name:
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Join the Federation:  Get on the contact list by contacting Wal Gordon Email: wal.gordon@xtra.co.nz     Telephone: (04) 527 7977,  

Post: PGD Federation 3 Jupiter Grove Trentham Upper Hutt 5019


